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“STO 


| Stop-the-War 
| Candidate, 
Says ..- 


TPE fight is on ! 
The united peace forces of 
Britain are, as I write, challenging 
the War Coalition in the ‘ wee 
county ” of Clackmannan. 
I am proud to be their standard bearer. 
I have, indeed, never known a prouder, 
fuller moment in my life. Enthusiastic as 
I am—as I hope I shall always be—I de- 
rive added inspiration daily from the even 
greater enthusiasm of all who surround 
me. All of us are acutely sensitive to the 
national significance of this contest: all of 
us are determined that our contribution 
to it shall be in proportion. 


Why have we taken this step, which some 
of our number regard as ill-advised? Why 
am I, a Socialist and a Pacifist, as the 
unanimously adopted candidate of the 
Scottish Anti-War and No Conscription 
League Council, gladly opposing Arthur 


PROMINENT 
SUPPORTERS 


HE following prominent social- 


ists and pacifists have promised 
to speak in support of Andrew 
Stewart's candidature : 

LORD PONSONBY 

JAMES MAXTON, M.P, 
WILFRED WELLOCK 
JAMES H. HUDSON 
FENNER BROCKWAY 
JOHN McGOVERN, M.P. 
OLIVER BROWN 


Other campaign news—back 
page. 


(Andrew Stewart, 


‘The People Must Call 
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for Peace 


Woodburn, the Scottish secretary of the 
Labour Party, the Labour Party nominee, 
presumably also a Socialist? 

The answer is simple. 

I believe war on the modern scale to be 
the greatest conceivable disaster that can 
befall a people. I believe war to be waste- 
ful, inhuman, un-Christian and futile. I 
believe that if war is fought in the West 
of Europe with all the savagery and des- 
truction we have seen in Spain, the Far 
East and Poland, it will mean the end of 
all our hopes of social progress and really 
civilized living. Accordingly—and this I 
must emphasize—I believe that at this 
tragic and desperate moment there is really 
only one political issue—war or peace? 


Not a Party Issue 


This is an issue which cuts through all 
the familiar Party barriers. 

On the war side this is shown by the 
fact that the Conservative, Liberal and 
Labour Parties have agreed to an election 
truce for the duration of the war. Arthur 
Woodburn is, in fact, not a Labour candi- 
date at all: he isa War Coalition candidate. 

On the peace side it is equally shown by 
the wide variety of organizations backing 
this campaign, and by the complete be- 
wilderment of the Communist Party and 
the Fascist Party over Russia’s occupation 
of Eastern Poland and the Nazi-Soviet 
alliance. 

Accordingly, I shall urge the electors of 
Clackmannan to consider the respective 
claims of my opponent and myself from an 
angle quite different from the usual party 
fight. This is no party-political contest. 


We of the Scottish Anti-War and No Con- 
scription League Council regard ourselves 
as raising the standard in a new Crusade 
for Peace and Freedom—for with war can 
only come colossal loss of life and destruct- 


(Continued on page 12). 
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By-Klection Challenge to the War Parties: 


ARTY 
Labour M.P.s Reject 
Party's War Policy 


SUPPORT FOR PACIFIST AGAINST 
LABOUR CANDIDATE 


TOP THE WAR!” Amid the hopes and fears aroused by 
the events of this week, that clear challenge is being made 
to the Government-Opposition combination in this country 


Focal point of a growing nation-wide campaign is the by-election shortly to be held in 
the Clackmannan and Stirling division of Scotland. The adoption of Andrew Stewart as 
“ Stop-the-War” candidate, has already had one sensational result in the shape of a revolt 
by prominent Labour Party members against the official policy of their party. 


Dr. Alfred Salter, MP for West Bermondsey, who for 33 years 
has never supported, worked, nor voted for any candidate at any 
election*except the official L<«Sour candidate, declares, in an appeal 
to the electors of Clackmannan which we print below : 


“Today my religious faith, my deepest instincts and my 
political sense combine to compel me to support Andrew 
Stewart in his gallant fight in Clackmannan to stop the war 
and bring about a real and lasting peace.” 

Dr. Salter does not stand alone in condemning Labour's support of the 
Government’s war policy. Cecil H. Wilson, MP for Attercliffe (Sheffield) asso- 
ciates himself with and endorses his appeal to the electors. Mr. Wilson also has 
a long record of service to the Labour Party. Wilfred Wellock and James H. 
Hudson—who have similar records—and a number of official Labour Party 


candidates in Scotland, all take the same line. 


(Wilfred Wellock’s appeal to 


the electors appears on page 6 of this issue). 


The full consequences of this revolt against the official policy of the Labour 
Party cannot yet be foreseen, but Dr. Alfred Salter, who says that “ particularly 
during the last few weeks the official attitude of the Labour leaders on the 
question of peace and war has filled me with despair,” has given his complete 
support to the peace candidate “whatever may be the consequences to myself 


from the Party point of view.” 


“Labour Leaders’ Attitude Fills 
Me With Despair” 


AAANY loyal members of the Labour 
i Iparty find themsalves faced with a 
painful dilemma at the present time. 

By-elections are taking place but, as in 
Russia and in all dictator countries, it is 
intended that there shall be only one 
candidate, viz., one who is a Government 
supporter, whatever his sectional label or 
attachment may be. Perhaps it would be 
more literally accurate to say—only a can- 
didate who supports the Government in 
carrying on the war. 

But there are times when the claims of 
God and of humanity upon our allegiance 
must take precedence of party affiliations, 
and when an honest and loyal man must 
speak and work and vote for what his con- 
science tells is right, irrespective of party 
ties. Indeed he can only be truly loyal to 
his Party if first of all he is loyal to his 
conscience. 


* 
H HAVE been a member of the Labour 
Party for 33 years. I founded and built 


up the movement in my borough; I founded 
the local Trades and Labour Council ; I was 
one of the founders of the London Labour 
Party and I am still its Treasurer. During 
the past year and particularly during the 
last few weeks the official attitude of the 
Labour leaders on the question of peace and 
war has filled me with despair and utter 
misery of soul. 

The call of Arthur Greenwood for “ a fight 
to a finish,” involving as it does a stifling 
of thought for the millions of lives to be 
broken and sacrificed, of the hundreds of 
thousands of homes that will be blasted, 
and of the unspeakable agony that will be 

(Continued on page 12), 
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PEACE NEWS 


“OBSERVER” says: 


RAR. WINSTON CHURCHILL, who is 
4t2 already being tipped in some quarters 
as a likely successor to Mr. Chamberlain, 
reviewed the first month of the war in a 
broadcast on Sunday. 


The theme of his remarks may be summed up 
in his phrase: “‘The Government are unitedly 
resolved to make the maximum effort of which 
the British nation is capable, and to persevere 
whatever may happen, until decisive victory is 
gained.” 


Not justice, you will note, but “decisive 
victory.” What does it mean? Read what 
Captain Liddell Hart, Military Corespondent of 
The Times, wrote about it in his recent bool: 
The Defence of Britain. 


“Our chief risk of losing a war lies in trying to 
‘win the war’ by pursuing the mirage of decisive 
victory on the battlefield. It is also the worst 
danger to the prospects of ultimate peace. 

“If you concentrate exclusively on victory, 
with no thought of the after-effect, you may be 
too exhausted to profit by the peace, while it is 
almost certain that the peace will be a bad one 
containing the germs of another war... . 

“The chief hope for our civilization lies in 
nobody winning the next war.” 


Inevitable Inhumanity 


AN article by Peter Evans, Military Cor- 
“* respondent of the Daily Herald, last 
week gave weight to the view I expressed 
a fortnight ago on the subject of “ human- 
jzing ” warfare. 


Discussing the use of poison gas, he declared 
that when Mussolini used mustard gas in his 
Ethiopian campaign, “he was only doing what 
any nation might do with its back to the wall 
-—take the best means to get away from it.” 


Mr. Evans added: “Gas in war is a very valu- 
able weapon, and no more inhuman than any- 
thing else that is designed by man for the muti- 
lation and destruction of his fellow man... in 
withstanding an offensive, gas is an effective 
barrier. It can be so effective a barrier that f 
believe the first army to be reclly hard pressed 
will use it; it will be unable to overcome the 
temptation.” 


Meanwhile Germany is claiming that the 
British blockade is causing suffering to women 
and children. In his broadcast on Sunday Mr. 
Churchill admitted that food was among the 
materials seized as contraband. 


It may be recalled that the blockade enforced 
during the last war resulted in the starvation of 
millions of children in Central Europe. (Thou- 
sands of leaflets drawing attention to the fact 
were at that time confiscated by the British 
Government.) 


But it is futile to condemn the British Govern- 
ment of today for trying to bring German trade 
to a standstill; or to revile the Nazis because of 
allegations that they used gas during their cam- 
paign in Poland. One must emphasize the fact 
that people who support war must be ready to 
support these inhuman methods. Peter Evan’s 
remark that “the first army to be. really hard 
pressed” will use gas applies to other methods 
of warfare. 

War cannot be “humanized”: it must either 
be waged with whatever weapons military needs 
may demand, or it must be entirely renounced. 


Blockade at Home? 


IS there a move to “ blockade” anyone in 

this country whose conscientious objec- 
tion led him to refuse to furnish the par- 
ticulars required by the compulsory 
National Register last week? 


It was announced that the Register would 
form the basis for food rationing, and on Friday 
The Times declared that “the unidentified per- 
son ... may incur a few inconveniences, of 
which one will be that officially he will not be 
a person to be fed.” 

‘This clearly seems to be a threat. On the 
other hand. since rationing will not apply to all 
foodstuffs, it is dificult to see how failure to have 
completed the National Register form, und conse- 
guent failure to receive a rationing card, would 
prevent one from obtaining food in restaurants 
and from retailers of foodstuffs not affected by 
rationing. But widespread refusal to register 
would. no doubt, have upset the authorities’ 
pians for distribution of food to the different 
parts of the country. 


No Mask: Fined 


"MHE comments three weeks ago by my 
%  fellow-contributor, “The Plain Man” 
on the subject of gas masks, and the 
official confirmation (reported in the same 
issue) that it is not a statutory offence to 
be without one, have had a curious sequel. 


“ A correspondent informs me,” wrote “Q.Q.” 
in The Friend last week, “that to his personal 


ON OTHER 
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News and Advice for Objectors 4&5 


Ten Reasons for Stopping the 
War, by Wilfred Wellock.., 6 


Speaking Personally, 8; Letters, 9; 
PPU News, 10. 


“Vietory” is 


a Mirage 


You Can’t Humanize War 


Watch for Your Liberties 
Black-Out of Progress? 


knowledge people have been fined (in one case 
the penalty was £5) for not carrying their masks. 
In each instance the case was brought under the 
charge that net carrying a mask was an act 
‘likely to lead to a breach of the peace.’” 


This news should put us on our guard. It 
illustrates how subtle can be the process of 
restricting liberty. 


I am not concerned here to argue whether or 
not one ought to carry a mask. The fact is that 
some pacifists, who have thought the matter out, 
have decided not to carry them. 


If the authorities want to compel them to do 
so they should be honest about it and issue 
regulations to that effect. But to impose penal- 
ties in the roundabout manner I have quoted 
seems indefensible. And it is a method that 
could be applied to other matters. 


A further assurance on this point was, as a 
matter of fact, given in Parliament last week. 


In the course of a question Mr. Ellis Smith 
asked the Home Secretary “what proceedings 
have been taken against persons not carrying 
a respirator; and under what powers have such 
proceedings been taken ? ”* 


Sir John Anderson replied: “As regards the 
last part of the question, there are no such 
powers ” 


Thinking in Wartime 


A Correspondent writes: 


"THE correspondence columns of the Press 
are full of letters on the subject of 
war aims. In The Times last week Mr. H. 
G. Wells uttered one of the most lucid and 
powerful of these pleas for a better world, 
viz.: “That our species set its face reso- 
lutely towards that drastic re-moulding of 
ideas and relationships which it has 
shirked for a quarter of a century.... 


“No group of people,” he continues, “ knows 
enough for this re-organization, and unless we 
can have a full and fearless public intercourse 
of minds open to all the world, our present 
enemies included, we shall never be able to 
establish ideas upon which a new world order 
can rest.” 


This honest admission that we are all in some 
measure to blame for the disaster which is 
threatening to overtake humanity, suggests the 
question whether we are right and wise in laying 
the exclusive responsibility on one particular 
“ism,” however evil; in making its extirpation 
by war (Satan casting out Satan?) the un- 
qualified and essential condition precedent to 
realization of ultimate aims, generous in scope, 
spiritual as well as political by nature, like those 
which H. G. Wells envisages. 


He himself, Lord Baldwin, and other high 
authorities, have been telling us for years that 
another war would mean the end of European 
civilization as we know it, built up with so 
much patience and_ suffering through the 
centuries, and our relapse into barbarism. This 
would be no condition from which the fabric 
of a new world, a better one than anything we 
have known in the past, could arise. The final 
paragraph of Mr. Well’s letter plainly hints at 
the existence, almost before the war has really 
began, of this danger; for he closes on an im- 
pressive note which is at once a warning and 
an exhortation: “The war, under the auspices 
of ARP, is darkening everything. Are we to have 
as much light as that in the streets of the 
world? If not, I for one can see no hope for 
mankind. More of this sort of thing, and worse, 
to a final extinction.” 


Use the Pause 


PISASTER has hung threateningly abov2 

us already for a month, without break- 
ing down into that “final extinction” which 
must overwhelm civilization once interne- 
cine war irrevocably begin. What have we 
done, during this month’s grace, towards 
that “re-moulding of relationships which 
we have neglected for a quarter of a 
century?” 

All that we have done, whilst Poland has been 
annihilated, is to concentrate with increasing 
intensity upon further preparations for the 
destruction of more lands and peoples; and so 
long as a state of war continues, there must be 


less and less room in our minds for any other 
thought than these. 


Whilst this breathless pause still lasts, let us 
consider whether Poland (ie. the truest interests 
and wellbeing of the Polish people) can really 
best be restored by unlimited extension of the 
present area of devastation, including perhaps 
the surge of war afresh through her own blood- 
drenched plains. 


Is there not some surer and saner means to 


the establishment everywhere, including Poland, 


of the most precious values of our civilization ? 

The Pope is stirring to utilize this last re- 
prieve to rally the influence of Christianity 
throughout Europe in favour of a Conference 
now, to thrash out international problems. 
Through Mr. Wells the voice of our intellectual 
forces unites with the spiritual forces of man- 
kind, rejecting warfare with carnal weapons to 
the plane of mere material things. 


Darkness is indeed upon us; but these higher 
voices have not, even yet, spoken their last 
word. May the world stop and hearken before 
it is too late. 


Sense and Nonsense 


SIGNOR GAYDA, the Italian writer who 

is often called “ Mussolini’s mouth- 
piece,” last week pointed out the unwisdo:n 
of the Allies ir rejecting peace possibilitias. 


He said there were three possible ways 
of winning the war—and discounted all of 
them : 


“1. Frontal attack on the Siegfried Line. This 
would perhaps be possible but would impose 
tremendous sacrifices without bringing a decision. 


“2. An attempt to turn the Siegfried Line and 
invade Germany through neutral States. But 
could Britain and’France violate the neutrality 
they have recognized ? 


“3. Financial and economic blockade. But the 
autarchial Germany of 1939 has huge reserves 
of foodstuffs and raw materials, and meanwhile 
the British and French economies would be 
dangerously weighed down by a prolonged war 
tension ” 


He added that Germany would force matters 
to reach a decision befere exhaustion became 
possible. “Victory would then appear even 
more distant, submerged beneath the ashes of 
universal devastation ” 

This is a realistic view of the situation—par- 
ticularly the comparison between the economic 
and financial systems of the opposing sides. But 
such common sense does not seem to be in 
favour in Britain’s newspapers. Thus The Times 
printed a dispatch from Rotterdam on Saturday 
which declared that “it may be taken as an 
axiom that Moscow’s ultimate aim is the propa- 
gation of a Bolshevist revolution in Europe. To 
this purpose it is her interest that the war be- 
tween Germany and the Western Powers should 
continue until Germany goes Bolshevist.” 


Yet the same newspaper has been one of the 
leading exponents of a “fight to a finish” policy— 
which it declares will only benefit Moscow! 
Could muddled-headedness go further ? 


e “ 
Mee Nazi ” and “ Gerinan me 
THs war started with solemn assurances 
that our quarrel was with the Nazi 
leaders and not with the German people. 

There have been one or two signs lately 
that in some quarters that attitude is not 
being maintained. 

I do not mean that a regular campaign of 
hate-mongering has started; but I would stress 
that even the slight signs that have shown them- 
selves of a tendency to blackguard Germans 
as Germans should be countered by all who 
believe in the unity of all humanity—whether 
labelled British, German, Russian, or Nazi. 

The Naval Correspondent of The Times wrote 
on, Monday of “the specious excuses for in- 
defensible conduct for which no German 
Government ever seems to be at a loss...” 

Wilson Broadbent in the Daily Mail recently 
was more frank about it. “Some people in 
Whitehall,” he wrote, ‘would have us think that 
we are fighting only a section of Germany—the 
Nazi leaders. The cold fact is that in war all 
Germany will be Nazi, therefore we will not be 
fighting a few bad men.” 

That is broadening the guilt with a vengeance! 


Income Tax C.O. 


A SIMILAR spirit, but in a different 

sphere, was apparent in a police-court 
case last week when a man summoned for 
unpaid income tax informed the magistrate 
that he had a conscientious objection to 
paying money which was to be used for 
murdering people. 

The magistrate made a sarcastic comment and 
told the man to sit down while he dealt with 
other cases. 

When the man came forward later the magis- 
trate addressed him very heatedly and said, 
according to the Hackney Gazette, “I,heard all 
about that 25 years ago. You are the sort who 
would take the protection of the forces of the 
Crown and then say, ‘I refuse to pay my share.’ 

“You are a miserable creature, quite beneath 
contempt. Get out!” ' 

The man left the court declaring that he 
would not pay. _ 


October 6, 1959 


A PACIFIST 


COMMENTARY 


A CORRESPONDENT has received from 


a recruiting office a letter reading: 
“With reference to your application for 
enlistment you are invited to attend any 
day after Wednesday next, October 4. at 
this office. bringing this letter with you.” 

The letter becomes interesting when it is 
revealed that the recipient had made no 
application whatever to join up. ; 

Is this an example of bungling, or of some- 
thing worse ? 

The man in question had made application 
for benefit at his Labour Exchange. so his name 
and circumstances were known to the authorities. 
The whole affair may have an innocent ex- 
planation but, if it is not an isolated case, I 
should like to hear of others. 


r Something Special” 


BRC announcer said the other day, 

“And now we’re broadcasting some- 
thing very special.” It was a recording of 
Beethoven's Moonlight Sonata, played by 
Paderew'ski. 

Beethoven was a German; Paderewski is a 
Pole! I wonder if the BBC had realized what a 
significant combination that was. whether. in 
fact, that was why it was “something special” ? 


Bravo, LI. G.! 


R. LLOYD GEORGE is to be congra- 
< tulated on his speech in Parliament 
on Tuesday, urging the Government at 
least to consider peace terms if put 
forward by a neutral country. 

Two points specially commended it. 
First, his point that “the terms would not 
be dependent merely on the word of one 
Government ’’—i.e., the German Govern- 
ment—which removes our Government's 
chief objection to negotiating peace. 
Second, his insistence on a peace which 
excludes nothing. 

It is particularly significant that the 
Premier took the trouble to reply to the 
speech, and particularly encouraging that 
he was able to express at least a measure 
of agreement. It is also most encouraging 
that. though there were some somewhat 
fire-eating repudiations of Mr. Lloyd 
George, other MPs gave him their support. 

More intensified pressure on every MP is 
clearly indicated. 


* + +. 


This commentary, in common with other 
contributions appearing in “ Peace News,” 
must not be assumed necessarily to repre- 
sent the views of the Peace Pledge Union. 


When Poland Was 


Formed 


[The following extract is from the Encycle- 
paed‘a Britannica, 13th Edition, published in 
1926. and under the heading “Conference of 
Paris, 1919-20, Part VII, Summary Critique of 
the Conference "—The Polish Frontiers.] 


se delineation of the frontiers of the 

new Poland was a task fraught with 
the gravest dangers, both for the moment 
and for the future. 

“The reason for this was that her still 
great and powerful neighbour, Germany, 
was forced to yield a considerable part of 
her territory in order that there should be 
a national Poland, and, further, that she 
should be given an outlet to the sea. 

“Germany has never been reconciled 
either to Silesia’s boundaries or to the 
Corridor and Danzig. She gave up the rich 
provinces of Alsace and Lorraine with 
scarcely a murmur, for when the tide of 
war went against her she realized that one 
of the penalties of defeat would be the re- 
storation of territory taken from France in 
1871. But the losses on her Eastern frontier 
came as a shock and cut deep into her 
national pride and consciousness. 

“Tt may be that in time, with wise and 
considerate treatment, on the part of 
Poland, an adjustment of their differences 
may be reached. It is not an insoluble 
problem, but it is one that calls for patience 
and a high order of statemanship. With 
better trade relations between the two 
countries and with Germany in the League 
of Nations, there may come a feeling of 
mutual dependence; and a yielding here 
and there by each may accomplish a 
miracle.” 
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October 6, 1939 


THEY STILL 
WORK FOR 
PEACE IN 
THE U.S.A. 


ESPITE frequent suggestions that 

America would, if necessary, come to 

the aid of Britain in the present conflict, 

a lot of activity is going on out there with 

a view to bringing about a truce as soon 

as possible. These activities, however, 
receive no notice in the British press. 

A resolution of the Washington Com- 
mittee of the Campaign for World Gov- 
ernment was sent to President Roosevelt 
urging a conference of Neutrals to “ mar- 
shal world opinion” in favour of an early 
and just peace. The participating nations 
would then be invited to draft a constitu- 
tion for a world federation which would 
renounce war as an instrument of inter- 
national policy. 

Copies of the resolution were also sent 
to the Secretary of State, Cordell Hull, 
and to Congressional leaders. 

A similar resolution has been introduced 
by Representative Martin J. Kennedy. 


Author’s Peace Appeal 
Drawn up by the Women’s Peace Union 
a peace appeal is being signed by American 
authors. 


The appeal states: 

“An economic conference of belligerents and 
neutrals alike is due, and overdue. We hold no 
brief for Hitler. But we recognize that the 
Germany of today is the logical outcome of the 
“war to end war,’ and of that war’s savage 
travesty of peace—the Versailles Treaty. 

“As American writers, then profoundly con- 
cerned with democracy and peace, we call upon 
our fellow-craftsmen and other citizens, to resist 
lying propaganda, and, constantly with sanity 
and idealism, with courage and common-sense, to 
aid the United States in the furtherance of such 
a conference, and of peace itself, above all in 
helping keep our own country free and clear 
of the shame and scourge of war.” 


PEACE 
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Two Soldiers 


. IN FRANCE: 
Told Captain 
“{ Won't Fire” 


YYESPITE a warning that he was liable to 

trial by war council, to imprisonment, 
and in war-time to being shot, a young 
Frenchman told his Army Captain shortly 
before war was declared that he would re- 
fuse to fire. 


He has been recalled to the colours dur- 
ing the period of tension, having com- 
pleted his military service a few months 
before. 


“TIT went up before my Captain,” he 
wrote to an English friend (in a letter 
quoted in The Friend last week), “to tell 
him that I was a conscientious objector 
and that I should refuse to fire, in war- 
time. 

“He first tried to ‘reason’ with me; 
then, not having succeeded, he gave me 
three hours to ‘reflect’ and change my 
mind, warning me that I was exposing my- 
self to trial by war council, to imprison- 
ment, and in time of war to being shot. 


Stood Firm Under Threat 


“Naturally at the end of three hours I 
had nét changed my mind. So I am left 
under this threat. 


“J told him, however, that I was ready 
to take the most dangerous post. as 
stretcher-bearer or hospital-worker, so long 
as I did not kill or help kill my ‘ neigh- 
bour.’ He appeared unmovable.” 

The writer added: “It is for my little 
brother and mother that I giieve most... . 
I will die sooner than act against my faith. 
It is better to obey God rather than man.” 


Police Stop Peace Propaganda 


From one or two sources the Peace Piedge 
Union has been informed of police 
action to stop the distribution of leaflets. 
Whilst we believe that it is right that 
people should realize the risk they run by 
such distribution, we are sure that pacifists 
will not allow these risks to prevent them 
from doing what they believe to be right. 


“ Peace News” Sellers Reported 


Every evening last week members of the 
Northampton PPU group sold Peace News 
outside the local repertory theatre. 

On Friday evening three members were 
on this pitch when two plain-clothes police- 
men asked for their names, ages, addresses 
and occupations. Both policemen had 
already bought a copy of Peace News. 

The sellers were taken to the police sta- 
tion, where they were told: “The facts 
are these: that you stood outside the 
Northampton Repertory Theatre on Octo- 
ber 29, 1939, and proclaimed: ‘ Peace News 
—twopence.’ These facts will be reported 
to the Chief Constable.” 

The sellers were then allowed to go 
home. 

They had been carrying sandwich boards 
which read: “1914-1918, the War to End 
Wars—Did It?” and “End War or War 


NO 


BLACK-OUT 
OF 
PEACE 
OPINION 
IN 
BRITAIN! 
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Will End You!” Details of these boards 
were also taken by the police. 

The incident has been reported to the 
National Council for Civil Liberties. 


Question in Parliament 


In the House of Commons on Wednesday 
of last week Brig.-Gen. Spears asked the 
Home Secretary “whether his attention 
had been drawn to the pamphlet entitled 
Mosley’s Message, which is being distri- 
buted by the British Union of Fascists, 
which stated that the BUF will do all in 
its power to awaken the people to demand 
peace; and whether he will consult the 
Director of Public Prosecutions as to the 
advisability of taking legal action against 
the authors and distributors.” 

The Attorney-General replied: “As 
Brig.-Gen. Spears will appreciate, it 
would be contrary to the public interest 
for me to state what action it is proposed 
to take with regard to any particular 
document. 

“T can assure him that all activities 
which might be prejudicial to the defence 
of the realm or the successful prosecution 
of the war are closely watched with a view 
to appropriate action when the facts 
warrant it” 
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Turn Paeifist - 


CZECH 

“STRIKE ” 
WORRIES 
Gs eT Abad 


ZECHS USE GANDHI TACTICS "— 
announced a heading on the front 
page of the Daily Mail on Menday. 


IN BRITAIN: 
You ean write to 
Jailed Resister 


READERS of Peace News may, if they, 

wish, send letters to the ex-Service , 
man who, as reported last week, became a 
pacifist and is now serving a court-martial 
sentence of 56 days’ detention for refusal 
to report for further military training. 


Letters from sympathizers will be a 
great support to him. His name and 
address are: Rifleman L. J. Daventry, 
No. 6912670, Military Detention Barracks 
Aldershot. 


He is only allowed to write one very 
short letter each week to a relative—so 
readers who write to him must not expect 
an answer. Other letters may be sent, but 
he may not reply and every letter will be 
read first by the Commandant before Mr. | 
Daventry receives it. | 


The news story which followed told how 
“nassengers in Prague tramcars left them 
yesterday ata givensignal. They ‘struck’ 
because conductors had been ordered to an- 
nounce stopping-places first in German, 
’ then in Czech. Only a few German passen- 

' gers remained in the cars.” 


The Daily Mail went on to report that the 
“ Strike” “was a complete success and waS 
regarded with nervousness by the Gestapo, 
because it is the first direct display of 
organized passive resistance. 


“ The German police hit back by ordering 

His mother has been sent a copy of the regula- the removal of all Cowers placed ents 
tions, which are very strict, and which say; Good King Wenceslaus statue in Wences- 
“Letters must not contain any information on laus-square on the Czech Patron Saint's 
public matters but only be about personal Day. Enraged crowds who swarmed into 


friendly affairs. Any criticism of the nosition or . i 
the authorities is banned and will not be passed thessquare gw Cle aDeat angie yaa alice 


on.” 


No stamps, cigarettes, papers or any article 
whatsoever may be sent. 


At the conclusion of the report concerning Mr. 


most readers will have noticed a blank space. 
This was due to a deletion, while the paper was 
being printed. of an address to which readers 
could write to Mr. Daventry. The address and 
other information which appeared in a few 
copies is superseded by that given above, which 
has been received by a correspondent from Mrs. 
Daventry. 


They Knew Better 


(Vienna about 1907) 
“Each government was out’ to defend its 


own national interests, and made no secret! 


of it. There was less talk of arming only 


in the interests of peace, and fighting only; _ 


armed with truncheons.” 


* 


IN the absence of further ils i 
Daventry, published in Peace News last week, 2 thes deta i Jeanne 
‘ 


be said with certainty that the Czechs: 


have adopted a widespread campaign of! 
truly non-violent resistance. 
Mail itself was cautious; in a footnote 
it added: “The Czechs appear to have 
adopted the tactics developed by Gandhi 
;and the Congress 
| disobedience’ 
| Government of India.” 


The Daily 


Party in their ‘civil 
campaign against the 


The “strike” certainly seems to have 


been in the Indian tradition. 


* 


NOTE: The Daily Mail was not so pleased 


when the Indians adopted this 


for the good of humanity. We knew better method of resisting alien rule. Will it now 
than now where we stood.”—Laughing realize that what is sauce for the goose is 


Diplomat, by Daniele Varé, 19398. 


A 16-Year-Old 
Faces the War: 


YOU HAVE 


You Leave Us 


1 BELONG to a post-war generation, 

that is to say, post-Great War; 

therefore my knowledge of modern war- 

fare has been gained mainly from text- 
books. 


Until the age of thirteen I cherished the 
childish conception of the glory of war 
and of the heroism of soldiers. - I hava 
since found what a sad delusion that was. 


Never has the world been so fevered 
with war as it is now, yet twenty-five 
years ago men suffered and died to end 
all wars. 


* * . 


HY are we at war today? I do 

not propose to answer that 
question, because it has baffled more 
mature minds than mine, but it seems to 
me that fear is the major influence in pre- 
sent-day politics. 

Each country is suspicious of its neigh- 
bour, with the result that nervous tension, 
or if you prefer it, the “War of Nerves,” 
has culminated in a war of blood and iron 
which is the life-giving breath to totali- 
tarian systems of government. 


That is why our government system 
must be brought into line with that of the 
dictatorships, “for the successful prosecu- 
tion of the war.” 


. * * 


"THERE were great hopes for my 
generation. We were to have 

grown up ignorant of what war meant. 
But such a hope has now been shattered. 


Once we sang the praises of the con- 
quering hero, before we were shown 
modern war stripped of its “ glory.” Gone 
is the battlefield of fluttering banners and 
daring exploits of cheering heroes, and 


_Saintly deeds, 


| Sauce for the gander? 


FAILED US 


to Put Right 
Your Errors, 
he says 


In its place—and the first knowledge of 
it terrified me—stands a battlefield slip- 
pery with innocent blood; where friend 
kills friend; where men moan for their 
mothers; where above the barking of 
cannon is heard the chilling sound of 
soldiers who die cursing God. 


* . * 


s Bur we must keep to our pledges!” 
scream the politicians, and the 
daily press re-echoed their cry. 

What of your most solemn pledge to the 
rising generations? After “Peace” had 
been declared in 1918 you fervently mur- 
mured “Never Again.” What of that 
now? Is it nothing to you? 

You have failed us, lads of the “ post- 
war” generation. You leave your mistakes 
to be rectified by us. 

You say, “We go to free the oppressed!” 
Rather should you crave God’s forgive- 
ness and say “We prepare to fetter our 
children and their children. They must 
pay for our folly!” 

Must we submit to this gross injustice? 
Armed with reason we shall one day over- 
throw tyranny if it has not already 
destroyed itself. 

As yet my voice is of no account, but the 
children of today are the people %f to- 
morrow. The lesson of the Great War (the 
epithet still puzzles me) was wasted. May 
the lesson now be driven home that “Wars 
will cease, when MEN refuse to fight!” 


- Steel Mort THOMAS 
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PEACE NEWS 


Up-to-Date List of 


Advisory Bureaux for 
Conscientious Objectors 


London 


BERMONDSEY. Mr. J. Douglas, 60b, Fort Road, 
S.E.1. 
BLACKHEATH. The Peace Shop, 14, Royal 


Parade, S.E.3. 


CHELSEA. Mr. J. F. Brown, 114, Kings Road, 
S.W.3. 

CHISWICK AND 

HAMMERSMITH. Friend’s Meeting House, 


Lower Mall, Hammersmith, W.6. 


DALSTON. Charles Haworth, 18, Victoria Park 
Square, E.2. 


EALING. Society of Friends, 49, Uxbridge 
Road, Ealing, W.5. 

EDMONTON. Mr. A. E. Bayntun, 108, Town 
Road, N.9. 

ELTHAM AND 

SIDCUP. Mrs. V. Lawrence, 69, Southern 


Crescent, S.E.9. 

FOREST GATE. Mr. J. Curson, 128, Hampton 
Road, Ilford. 

GOLDERS GREEN. Eustace Gillet, 5, Milton 
Close, N.2. 

HACKNEY NORTH AND 

STOKE NEWINGTON. Mr. J. T. Harris, 9, 
Queensdown Road, E.5. 

HAMMERSMITH AND 


CHISWICK. Friends’ Meeting House, Lower 
Mall, Hammersmith, W.6. 
HAMPSTEAD. Miss Westrope, 3, Warwick 


Mansions, Pond Street, N.W.3. 

HORNSEY. Robert Avery, 160, Muswell Road, 
N.10. 

HOUNSLOW. Mr. J. W. Alexander, 13, Lamp- 
ston Avenue, Hounslow. 

LEWISHAM. Mr. P. H. Couldry, 82, Cotton Hill, 
Bromley, Kent. 

MILL HILL. E. J. Baker, 7, Trelawn Gardens, 
N.W.7. 

NEW SOUTHGATE. G. Gubbins, 
Barnet Road, New Southgate, N.11 
PLAISTOW. Mr. A. W. Woodcock, 64, Cumber- 
Jand Road, E.13. 

POPLAR. Rev. Gilbert Shaw, The Sydney, 6, 
Woolmoor Street, E.14. 

SHADWELL. Mr. Hoare, 293, The Highway, 
Shadwell, E.1. 

SIDCUP & ELTHAM. Mrs. V. Lawrence, 69, 
Southern Crescent, S.E.9. 

STOKE NEWINGTON AND 

HACKNEY NORTH. Mr. J. T. Harris, 9, Queens- 
aown Road, E.5. 

STREATHAM. Mrs. Clegg, 62, Strathbrook Road, 
S.E.16. 

TOTTENHAM. F. J. Murfin, 
Road, N.17. 

WALTHAMSTOW AND 
DISTRICT. E. C. Redhead, 2, Mapperley Drive, 
Oak Hill, Woodford Green, Essex. 


20, Friern 


88, Winchelsea 


WANDSWORTH. Eric Tucker, 30, Alfriston 
Road, S.W.11. 
WANSTEAD. Mr. A. G. Soar, 43, Keswick 


Gardens, Ilford. 

WATLING. J. A. Bayes, 5, The Circle, Hale 
Drive, N.W.7. 

WEMBLEY. Mr. S. E. Peat, 1, Ashton Court, 
Greenford Road, Harrow. 

VELLESDEN. Miss L. Behenna, 88 Kempe Road, 
NW. 

WIMBLEDON. Mr. H..A. Gosden, 6, Gordon- 
cale Road, S.W.19. 

WINCHMORE BILL. Burleigh Finchen, Rowan 
Weod. The Broad Walk, N.21. 


WOOLWICH. Mr. R. J. Dunn, 10. Macoma Road, 
S.E.18 

Provinces 
AMERSHAM. John Bunney, Marston Croft, 


Mitchell’s Walk, Amersham. 
ASHFORD. W J. Suter. 14, Albert Road, Ash- 


terc. Kent. 

ASHFORD AND 

LEATHERHEAD. Mr. J. Topping, An Groban, 
Fir Tree Road, Leatherhead. 

ASHINGTON. Rev. Fercy S. Carden, The 


Manse. High Market. Ashington. 
AYLESBURY. Mr. A. W. Page, Oxleys, Leigh- 
ton Buzzard, Beds. 

AYLESBURY. Mr. R. E. Frost, Quantock, Mead- 
way, Berkhampstead, Herts. 

GREAT AYTON. A. Herbert Dobbing, Friends’ 
School, Gt. Ayton, Yorks. 

BAKEWELL AND 

MATLOCK. Rev. A. Jones, Mill House, Crom- 
ford, near Matlock. 

BANBURY. S, Mabel Warner, 72, Bath Road, 
Banbury. 

BANSTEAD. P. R. Alderman, 41, Central Way, 
Carshalton Beeches, Surrey. 

BARNET. W. T. Cooper, 47; Netherlands Road, 
New Barnet. 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS. J. N. Hexham, 50, 
Park Avenue, Barrow-in-Furness. 

BATH. Arnold Longman, 32, Milsom Street, 
Bath. 

BEDFORD. A. G. Lawrence, Rosamund Road, 
Bedford. 

BEACONSFIELD. R. Everett, Corner Cottage, 
Jordans, Nr. Beaconsfield. 

BECKENHAM. Mr. D. Webb, 152, Aylesford 
Avenue, Beckenham. 

BEXHILL. Miss W. Rawlins, 2, Rotherfield 
Avenue, Bexhill. 

BICESTER. Mr. S. G. Hedges, 56, Buckingham 
Road, Bicester, Oxon. 

BIRKENHEAD. Mr. A. H. Boyes, 28 Higher 
Bebington Road, Lower Bebington, Birkenhead. 


BIRMINGHAM. John Burton, c/o, Friends’ 
Library, 8, Dr. dohnson’s Passage, Bull Street, 
Birmingham. 

BISHOP AUCKLAND. James Gale, 100 Cockton 
Hill Road, Bishop Auckland. 

BLACKBURN. A. S. Leather, Friends’ Meeting 
House, Paradise Terrace, King Street, Blackburn. 


BLACKPOOL. Mr. R. S. Baxter, 411, Waterloo 
Road, Blackpool. 
BOLTON. Mr. T. Binks, 39, Rumworth Street, 


Bolton. 

BOLTON. Latman Boardman, Friends’ Meeting 
House, Tripping Street, Bolton. 
BOURNEMOUTH. Will Marchant, 92, Pine Road, 
Winton, Bournemouth. 

BOURNVILLE. Mr. J. D. Maynard, 10, Weoley 
Hill, Selly Oak, Birmingham, 29. 

BRADFORD. Rev. D. A. Foster, St. Stephen’s 
Vicarage, W. Bowling, Bradford. 
BRIGHOUSE, Willie Agar, Society of Friends, 
Huddersfield Road, Brighouse. 

BRIGHTON AND 

HOVE. The Secretary, Brighton Peace Centre, 
48, Montpelier Road, Brighton, 1. 

BRISTOL. Mr. W. H. C. Lewis, 37, Chandos 
Road, Redlands, Bristol, 6. 

BRISTOL. Mrs. M. Darbishire, 8. 
Gardens, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol. 
phone: Bristol 67244). 

BRIXHAM. Miss Mary Thomas, Tygwyn, Lower 
Rea Road. Brixham. 

BURGH HEATH. P. R. Alderman, 41, Central 
Way, Carshalton Beeches, Surrey. 
CAMBRIDGE. Edward Johnson, 261, Cherry- 
hinton Road, Cambridge. 
CANTERBURY. Albert Wigmore, 
bourne Road, Canterbury. 
CARLISLE. Mr. H. Ritson, 
House, Fisher Street, Carlisle. 
CARSHALTON AND BANSTEAD. P. R. Alder- 
man, 41, Central Way, Carshalton Beeches, 
Surrey. 
CHATHAM. 
Chatham 
CHELMSFORD. Mr. W. B. Smith, 5, Baddon 
House Flats, Chelmsford. 

CHELTENHAM. Mrs. Couzens, 28, Lansdowne 
Crescent, Cheltenham. 
CHERTSEY. Leslie West, 25, 
Chertsey. 

CHESTER. Mr. K. B. Brooks, 5, Cable Row, 
Saltney, Chester. 

COALVILLE. Mr. G. C. White, 
Broom Leys Avenue, Coalville. 
COBHAM & ESHER. John Lord, High Elm, Oak 
Road, Cobham. 

COLCHESTER. Cecil Barrett, 
Walk, Lexden, Colchester. 
COLEFORD. Mr. E. W. Morgan, 16, Bonbush, 
Coleford, Glos. 

COVENTRY. Eric C. Flinn, 77, Stychevale 
Avenue, Coventry. 

CREWE. Mr. M. R. Riley, 378, Hungerford Road, 
Crewe 

CROYDON. Mark Hayler, 65, Tennyson Road, 
South Croydon, S.E.25. 

CROYDON. Mrs. M. Grindley, 6 Cedars Road, 
Beddington. Croydon. 

DERBY. W. D. White, 40, Stone Hill Road, 
Derby. 

DONCASTER. Secretary of the 
Bureaux, 19, Lawn Road, Doncaster. 
DOVER. V. H. Callow, The Parsonage, Whit- 
field, Dover. 


Henleaze 
(Tele- 


12, Little- 


Friends’ Meeting 


Eric G. Attwood, 4, Green Way, 


Weir Road, 


Sunnydale, 


8, Richardson 


Advisory 


DURHAM. Miss Muriel Poulter, The High 
School, Durham. ' 
EASTBOURNE. John Brewer, Wood Rising, 


Willingdon, Eastbourne. 

EDGWARE. 8. M. Entwistle, 25, Stoneyfields 
Lane, Edgware. 
ESHER & COBHAM. John Lord, High Elim, 
Uak Road, Cobham. 

EVESHAM. Mr. J. Bubb, South Cittleton, Eve- 
sham. 

EWELL. J. E. Beams, 4, Cottage Road, West 
Ewell, Surrey. 
EXETER. Mrs. 
Exeter. 
EXMOUTH. Society of Friends, 37, Withycombe 
Road, Exmouth. 

GATESHEAD. R. C. Wylde, 32, 
Gardens, Ravensworth, Gateshead, 11. 
GLOUCESTER. Miss B. Weaving. 3, Grosvenor 
Road, Hucclecote, Gloucester. 

GOSPORT. F. H. Gillard, 6, Queen’s Road, 
Gosport, Hants. 
GRAVESEND. 
Road, Gravesend. 
GREENFORD. H. W. Fuller, 588, 
Avenue West, Greenford, Middlesex. 
GUILDFORD. Carl Heath, Whitewings, Manor 
Way, Guildford. 

HALIFAX. The Secretary, N.CL., 2, St. James 
Street, Halifax. 

HALIFAX. Miss W. Evans, 37, Newstead Place, 
Halifax. 

HARROGATE. Miss Tennant, Fairlawn, Brough- 
bridge Road, Knaresborough, Yorks. 
HASLEMERE. Alice Penn, Pax, Half Moon Hill, 
Haslemere. 

HASTINGS. Mrs. E. Connolly, 68a, Warrior 
Square, St. Leonards. 

HEBDEN BRIDGE. Mr. Thomas, Haningroyde, 
Hebden Bridge, Yorks. 

HIGH WYCOMBE. Rev. G. R. Maland, 223, 
West Wycombe Road, High Wycombe. 
BITCHIN, Mr. D. Donne-Smith, Grooms, Green- 
oaks Close, London Road, Hitchin. 
HOENCHURCH AND 

ROMFORD. Christobel Cowles, 19, Tudor Drive, 
Gidea Park, Essex. 

HORSHAM. Frank Moreton, Billingshurst, 
Sussex. 


Thorne, 21, Prospect Park, 


Elmwood 


Donald Port, 143, Singlewell 
Whitton 


HOVE & BRIGHTON. The Secretary, Brighton 
Peace Centre, 48, Montpelier Road, Brighton, 1. 
HUDDERSFIELD. H. H. Hudson, P.P.U. Room, 
19, John William Street, Huddersfield. 

HULL. “Anthony Cadbury, 37, De La Pole 
Avenue, Hull. 

ICKENHAM. H. R. J. Lee, 36, Hoylake Crescent, 
Ickenham, Middlesex. . 

ILFORD. Mr. Heasman, 53, West Row Gardens, 
Seven Kings, Ilford. 

IPSWICH. Mrs. Whitmore, 14, Weymouth Road, 
Ipswich. 

KEIGHLEY, John Pawson, 4, Starlies Street, 
Keighley. 

KING'S LYNN. Philip Ball, 73 Tennysor! Avenue, 
King’s Lynn. 


KINGSTON. Norman Styrin, 44, Elm Walk, 
Raynes Park, S.W.20. 
LANCASTER. Thomas Rhodes, 55, Parkfield 


Drive, Lancaster. 

LEATHERHEAD AND 

ASHFORD. Mr. J. Topping, An Groban, Fir 
Tree Road, Leatherhead. 

LEEDS. Robert J. Long, Northern Friends’ Peace 
Board, Spring Bank, Rawdon, Leeds. 

LEEDS. Edna Lees, 27, The Avenue, Alwoodley 
Park, Leeds. 

LEICESTER. Gilbert Brownless, 
Road, Leicester. 
LEIGH-ON-SEA. = Cecil 
Chase, Leigh-on-Sea. 
LETCHWORTH. S. W. Palmer, 67, Norton Road, 
Letchworth, Herts. 

LEWES. Cecil Heathfield, St. 
Lewes. 

LINCOLN. Theodore Burtt, Brant Broughton, 
Nr. Lincoln. 


7, Salisbury 


Cox, 37, Kingswood 


Martin’s Lane, 


LINCOLN. Rev. F. N. James, 9, The Avenue, 
Lincoln. 

LIVERPOOL. Peace Committee Secretary, 
Friends’ Meeting House, “unter _ Street, 
Liverpool. 

LIVERPOOL. Rev. A. Crawford, 3, Wenlock 


Road, Anfield, Liverpool. 

LONG EATON. A. E. Butcher, The Laurels, 
Recreation Street. Long Eaton. 
LOUGHBOROUGH. E. H. Freeman, 4, Edelin 
Road, Loughborough, Leics. 

MACCLESFIELD. R. Pickersgill, 62, Arlington 
Drive, Macclesfield. 

MAIDSTONE. F. H. Ware, 27, Buckland Hill, 
Maidstone. 

MALVERN. Miss O. Popplewell, Beechlands, 
Malvern Wells. 

MANCHESTER. Mr. A. Brayshaw, 11, Rowan 
Avenue, Whalley Range, Manchester, 6. 
MANCHESTER. 15 Stanhope Street, 
hulme, Manchester, 19 

MATLOCK AND 

BAKEWELL. Rev. A. Jones, Mill House, Crom- 
ford, Nr. Matloek. 

MIDDLESBROUGH. C. W. Chester, 6, Church 
Lan2, Acklam, Middlesbrough. 

MORECAMBE. Fred Hellowell, Hatlex Drive, 
Hest Bank, Lancaster. 

NELSON. Miss H. Wilson, 50, 
Road. Nelson. 
NEWABEK-ON-TRENT. Mr. 
Victoria Street, Newark. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE AND 
DISTRICT. Thomas W. Large, 13, Mundeila 
Terrace, Newcastle, 6. 

NEWTON ABBOT. E. C. Maddax, 39, Manor 
Road, Newton Abbot. 

NEW MALDEN. G. L. Deacon, 52, Nelson Road, 
New Malden. Surrey. 

NORTHAMPTON. George Burrows, 96, Birch- 
field Road, Northampton. 

NORTH SHIELDS. John C. Gillie, 25, Otter- 
burn Road, North Shields. 

NORWICH. Percy Boddy, 8, Hughenden Road, 
Norwich. . 
NOTTINGHAM. Mr. D. Pickerill, 9, Fisher 
Avenue, Woodthorpe, Nottingham. 
NUNEATON. Mr. G. W. Samuels, 244, Higham 
Lane, Nuneaton. 

OLDBURY. Alderman B. Robins, 
Road. Oldbury. 

OLDHAM. Mrs. Elsie Healey, Stedway, Boars- 
hurst, Greenfield, Nr. Oldham. 

OXFORD. S. Burdon, 44, Hill Top Road, Oxford. 
PENRITH. Gerald Brown, Hunter House, Pen- 
rith, Cumberland. 

PETERBOROUGH. Mr. A. F. Tomlinson, 77, 
Newark Avenue, Peterborough. 

PLYMOUTH. P.P.U. Chairman, Friends’ Meet- 
ing House, Mutley Plain, Plymouth. 
POETSMOUTH AND 

SOUTHSEA. Peter Cooper, 44, Ophir Road, 
North End, Portsmouth. 

POTTERS BAR. Mr. Percy Woods, 8, Heath 
Drive, Potters Bar. 

PRESTON. Mr. F. Bancroft, Knowle Green, 
Longridge, Preston. 

PURLEY. Charles Knight, 14, Coulsdon Rise, 
Coulsdon, Surrey. 

RADCLIFFE. Alexander Manning, 23, 
broke Drive, Redvales, Fury, Lancs. 
READING. Mrs. M. Castle, Reckitt House, 
Leighton Park, Reading. 

RICHMOND. Mr. G. D. Piper, 97, Sandycombe 
Road, Richmond, Surrey. 

ROCHDALE. Mr. W. Whitworth, Spring Hill 
Walk, Smallbridge, Rochdale. 

ROCHESTER AND 

CHATHAM. Mr. E. G. Attwood, 4, Green Way, 
Chatham. 

ROMFORD AND 

HORNCHURCH. Christobel Cowles, 19, Tudor 
Drive, Gidea Park. Essex, 


Levers- 


Chapelhouse 
S. Gibbon, 55, 


137, Moat 


Pem- 


ST. ALBANS. Mrs. Merkins, Friends’ Meeting 
House, Upper Latimore Road, St. Albans. 

ST. HELENS. Ernest B. Le Mare, Holly Mounts, 
Laurel Road, St. Helens. 

ST. LEONARDS. Mr. T. S. Eldridge, 49, 
Paynter Road, Silverhill, St. Leonards. 
SCARBOROUGH. Donald Robson, 
Lady Edith’s Avenue, Scarborough. 
SCHOLES. ‘Samuel Edmondson, Hill Crescent, 
Whitecliffe Road, Clackheaton. 

SHEFFIELD. Charles Doncaster, 111, Osborne 
Road, Sheffield. 11. 

SHREWSBURY. R. G. Harris, Eastrea, Bryn 
Road, Shrewsbury. 

SIDCOT. Mr. &. W. Pask, Rose Cottage, Sidcot, 
Winscombe, Somerset. 


Allways, 


SLOUGH. J. Fletcher Porter, :03, Windsor 
Road, Slough. 
SOUTHAMPTON. H. E. Lush, 26, Bridlington 


Avenue, Southampton. 

SOUTHSEA AND 

PORTSMOUTH. Peter Cooper, 44, Ophir Road, 
North End, Portsmouth. 

SOUTHPORT. R. H. Hawthornthwaite, 54, 
Hawkeshead Road, Southport. 

SOUTH SHIELDS. R. L. Wraith, 134, Laygate, 
South Shields. 

STAFFORD. Hon. Secretary, 8, Baswich Lane, 
Weeping Cross, Stafford. 

STIRCHLEY. Reginald Atkins, 56, Kingsley 
Road, King’s Norton, Birmingham, 30. 
STOCKPORT. Mir. Orford, 190, Lloyd Street, 
Heaton Norris, Stockport. 
STOCKTON-ON-TEES. Leonard Williams, 16, 
Cliford Avenue. Stockton-on-Tees. 
STOKE-ON-TRENT. Mr. FE. Kershaw, 
Liverpool Road, Newcastle, Staffs. 
STREET. George Smith, Lower Brooks, Street, 
Somerset. 

STROUD AND 

DISTRICT. Harold E. Trew, Burleigh House, 
Nettleton Road. Gloucester. 

SUNBURY ON THAMES 

AND DISTRICT. W.G. Millman, 12, Croysdale 
Avenue, Sunbury on Thames. 

SUNDERLAND. Walter Summerbell, 8, Seaburn 
Ciose. 10. Green Street, Sunderland. 

SUTTON. P. R. Alderman, 41, Central Way, 
Carshalton Beeches, Surrey. 

SWINDON. Mr. F. J. “ing. 20, Broome Manor 
Lane, Swindon. 

TAUNTON. Katherine Bryant, Friends’ Meeting 
House. Taunton. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS. Mr. M. 
Mount Ephraim. Tunbridge Wells. 


398, 


Cranstone, 4, 


UPMINsskR. G. W. Reddick, 136, Sunnyside 
Gardens. Upminster. 
UXBRIDGE. Louisa Narraway, 102, Pole Hill 


Road. Hillingdon Heath, Uxbridge. 
WAKEFIELD. Rev. J. B. Tonkin, Springstone 
House, Ossett, Yorks. 


WARRINGTON. C. V- Moore, 91, March House. 


Lane, Warrington, Lancs 

WATFORD. Hon. Secretary, 189, Pinner Road, 
Oxhey 

WATFORD. H. Carrington, 40, Devereux Drive, 
Watford. 

WELLS. Mr. H. W. Coates, 1, Tor Woodhead, 
Tor Street, Wells, Somerset. 

WELWYN. Hon. Sec., P.P.U., 95, Valley Road, 
Welwyn Garden City. 

WES?) HARTLEPOOL. Harold E. Deacon, 
Gorselands, 20, Oakland Avenue, West Hartle- 


pool. 
WESTHOUGRTON. 
Street, Westhoughton. 
WEYMOUTH. B Smith, 15, Abbotsbury Road, 
Weymouth. 

WHITLEY BAY. T. Noel Kilby, Blenford, 20, 
Rilton Terrace. Monkseaton. 

WIGAN. Thomas Lane, Friends’ Meeting House, 
Lombard Buildings, Standishgate, Wigan. 
WOLVERHAMPTON. C. R. Robarts, 7, St. Jude’s 
Court, Tettenhall Road, Wolverhampton. 
WORCESTER. J. R. Jenkins, Oldbury Grabge, 
Lower Broadheath, Nr. Worcester. 
WORTHING. Mr. L. Tennant, 
Close, Worthing. 

GREAT YARMOUTH. Mrs. 
Churchill Road, Great Yarmouth. 
YORK. Mr. C. Hill, 2, Railway Street, York. 
YORK. G. William Johnson, Socie.y of Friends, 
19, Malton Way Clifton, York. 
WEST YORKSHIRE. Denis Riley, 
Avenue, Horsforth, Nr. Leeds. 


Scotland 
ABERDEEN. Mr. A. Gray, 2, Maberley Street, 
Aberdeen. 
ALLOA DOLLAR. Thomas Millar, 4, Bridge 
Street, Dollar, Clackmannanshire. 
DUNDEE AND 
DISTRICT. Rev. E. S. Towill, P.P.U. Office, 6 
Panmure Street. Dundee. 
EDINBURGH. Mr. J. Gibson, 5, Edina Street, 
Edinburgh. 
GLASGOW. Mr. R. Vallance, 
Gardner Street, Glasgow, 1. 
KILMARNOCK. Mrs. Sybil White, 71, London 
Road, Kilmarnock. 
KILMARNOCK. Friends’ 
Sturrock Street, Kilmarnock. 
RUTHERGLEN. Mr. A. Stevenson, 4, Wallace 
Street, Rutherglen, Lanarkshire. 


Wales 


ABERDARE. Mrs. Cullingworth, Fairfield, Aber- 
dare, Wales. 

ABERGAVENNY. Mr. J. D. Owen, Clyro, Park 
Crescent, Abergavenny, Mon. 


Wm. Goss, 144 Church 


19, Ardsheal 
Pattern, 86, 


13, Beech 


c/o Bell, 33, 


Meeting House, 


BETHESDA. Rev. T. A. Jones, 20, Ogwen 
Terrace, Bethesda, Caernarvon. 
BRYNMAWR. Rev. F. B. Hankinson, The 


Manse, Brynmawr, Brecon. 

CAERNARVON. D. Pritchard, Bryn Henlog, 
Segontium Road, Caernarvon. 

CARDIFF, Mr. F. Beard, 43, Charles Street, 
Cardiff. 

CORWEN. Rev. T. R. Jones, Hyfrydle, Corwen, 
Merioneth. 

COLWYN BAY. R. A. Bird, Runnymede, 
Mochdre, Colwyn Bay. 

DENBIGH. Rev. J. H. Griggiths, Argoed, Den- 
bigh. 

DOLGELLY. Mr. R. Bishop, King’s, Dolgelly. 
HOLYHEAD. Miss Stevens, Trem-y-garn, 
Walthew Avenue, Holyhead. 


LLANELLY. Walter Cowley, 12, Glyncoed 
Terrace, Half Way, Llanelly. 
PONTYPOOL. Mt. T. Griffiths, Bryn-y-coed, 


Usle Road, Pontypool. 

SWANSEA. Mr. A. Williams, 28, Eversley Road. 
Swansea. 

TUMBLE. Society of Friends, Fellowship House, 
Tumble, Lianelly. 

WREXHAM. Dick Sheppard House, King Street, 
Wrexham. 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


First C.0.s’ Tribunal under New 


Conscription Act 


DECISIONS WITHHELD : : MANY 
GIVEN ALTERNATIVE 
SERVICE 


By a Peace News Reporter 


applicants by the Ministry of Labour) deprived the first sitting 


Te: withholding of the decisions (to be sent privately to the 


of the London tribunal for 


conscientious objectors of much 


of its value as an indication to other objectors of what they might 
expect, and deprived the public of vital information as to the 
administration by a public court of an Act of Parliament—the 
National Service (Armed Forces) Act. 

The general impression which observers got, however, was that the tribunal 
Was even more anxious than others have been to place the applicants, so to 
speak, as near the fighting line as possible. 

In fact Peace News was subsequently informed (without names being men- 
tioned) that one applicant was registered unconditionally as a CO; two were to 
remain in their present employment as a form of alternative service : five were 
registered for non-combatant duties ; and five applicants were put uncondition- 


ally on the Military Service Register. 


The tribunal; which met in West London County Court on Tuesday, and 
Was to meet again yesterday afternoon and today, was presided over by Judge 
Hargreaves. The other members were Sir James Baillie, Alderman S. H. 
Marshall, Sir Edmund Phipps, and Mr. A. B. Swales. Thirteen cases were dealt 


with in three hours. 


It is expected that this tribunal will meet every day next week, and it is 
understood that the Newcastle tribunal will meet for four days during the week 
commencing on Monday, in the County Court, Westgate Road, Newcastle-upon- 


Tyne, 1. 


"THE attitude of the London tribunal can 

only be gauged (until individual deci- 
sions are known) by the kind of questions 
put to the applicants. Some general idea, 
however, of the possible decisions may be 
gathered from those questions and from the 
answers. 

For example, the tribunal was able to 
put a man unconditionally on the register 
of COs. But in only one case did they seem 
to be anything like satisfied that they ought 
to do so. 

It is possibly significant (not of the tribu- 
nal's attitude but of the effectiveness of the 
case put) that this was apparently the only 
member of the Peace Pledge Union. But 
when he presented his certificate of mem- 
bership and it was found to be dated Apr: 
of this year, an “Ah” escaped the lips of 
at least one member of the tribunal. 


No Conscience. 

The opposite course was for the tribunal 
to reject the application altogether and put 
the applicant unconditionally on the mili- 
tary service register. This it is virtually 
certain they will do in at least one case, 
where the applicant stopped the chairman 
(as he began to go through the usual pro- 
cedure ot reading the written application, 
inviting a further statement, and then 
asking various questions) and remarked: 
“T have no conscience on this matter; my 
objection is merely an objection.” The 
chairman cordially thanked him for saving 
their time and passed on to the next case. 

If I am right in assuming that this will 
be the decision, it will, I believe, be the first 
complete rejection by any tribunal except 
where the applicants have clearly not had 
even “ merely an objection ” but have been 
“hardship cases.” There was also a 14th 
applicant who, however, was understood to 
have written that he “could not attend.” 
Whether or not he was refusing to attend, 
he will presumably automatically go on 
the military service register. 


Tribunal’s Interpretation 

But there may well be other rejections. 
For the tribunal was not only (rightly) in- 
sistent upon the objections being really 
conscientious, but interpreted “conscience” 
—really an impossible thing to define— 
rather narrowly. 

Thus, I shall not be surprised if they re- 
ject the applications of the two men whose 
chief objection to fight was that they had 
“nothing to fight for,” but I shall be sur- 
prised if they do not reject that of the man 
who said quite frankly that he only 
objected to fighting for imperialism. 

Then there was a chap who produced the 
prophetic cartoon which was published in 
the Daily Herald in 1919, showing the “ old 
men,” having done their Versailles job, 
pausing as they hear the weeping of a baby 
labelled “ 1940 class.” 

The chairman waved it aside and said he 
wanted to hear what conscientious objec- 
tion the applicant had ; but the trade union 
official who later spoke for him recatled the 


picture and pointed out that the applicant 
was “one of those babies,” and that he 
objected to fighting in a war due.to the 
“old men’s ” bungling. 

‘Even though the members of the tribunal 
eventually consented to look at the cartoon 
(which, however, they seemed to think 
funny rather than expressive of a tragic 
truth), they were clearly unimpressed by 
that kind of plea. On the other hand, this 
applicant willingly offered his services in 
the RAMC. 


That means he will almost certainly be 


registered on the military training register 
for non-combatant duties—a third course 
which the tribunal was able to take. Two 
others who made similar offers, coupled 
with refusals to take life (one said he would 
rather be put up aganst a wall to be shot), 
are also likely to be registered in this way, 
and probably also a third in whose mind 
the culy steps were the question of taking 
an oath and the possibility of being trans- 
ferred to combatant duties. 

In view of the tribunal’s obvious desire 
to put as many as possible on that register, 
I shall be surprised if that is not the de- 
cision in at least two, and perhaps three, 
other cases. But in these cases the RAMC 
as such was not mentioned, but only “ non- 
combatant duties.” 

Non-Combatant Duties 

One was quite willing to do these and 
had, in fact, applied “to his Majesty's 
forces as a technical man,” making it clear 
that he would not do combatant duties. A 
second finally answered the question, 
“ Would you do non-combatant duties?” in 
the affirmative, though I got the impres- 
sion that he felt cornered. 

But in his case, and more particularly in 
the third of the cases which I have just 
suggested may be added to the “ non-com- 
batants,” there was some _ confusion— 
whether deliberate or not I am not pre 
pared to say—as to what constituted “non- 
combatant duties.” 

The latter, a refrigerating engineer, hav- 
ing objected to non-combatant duties, was 
asked if he would object to carrying on his 
present work. He said not. 

Tribunal member: But that is non- 
combatant work?—Yes. 

Tribunal member: You admit that prin- 
ciple and do not object to doing non-com- 
batant duties?—Not connected with the 
fighting forces. 

Tribunal member: This is connected with 
the fighting forces—It is not. That is 
splitting a hair. 

To which they could only make the obvi- 
ous (but to many pacifists the most essen- 
tial) reply: “ Everything, in war, is sub- 
ordinated to the fighting forces.” 

Yet it was at that very point that the 
member of the tribunal appointed after 
consultation with the Labour movement 
(Mr. Swales) showed his anxiety to be fair, 

(Continued on page 11) 


| Why Fight Hitlerism? 


Under the Hitler régime the police 
have the right to enter private houses. 


And in West London police court 
on Saturday Sir Gervais Rentoul, the 
magistrate, told a man charged with 
obstructing a special constable’ while 
in the execution of his duty and with 
failing to obscure a light: 


“It is quite a mistake for you and 
other people to imagine that a police 
officer has not the right to enter your 
house if necessary to extinguish 
lights. He has ample authority to 
do so under the Emergency Powers 
Act. It is just as well that every- 
body should remember that.” 


|___ It’s Here Already !_— 


LI. George’s Warning 
Against Rash Action 


“"THE Governments of the two Western 
democracies have a terrible respon- 
sibility on their shoulders,” wrote Mr. 
Lloyd George in the Sunday Express this 
week. 
“T earnestly hope they will not come to 
any conclusion without thoroughly and 
fearlessly examining the conditions... 


“T would like to put in one earnest plea 
without loss of time. Before this Govern- 
ment commits us to an irrevocable answer 
to the Russo-German proposals, the House 
of Commons ought to have an opportunity 
of hearing what the Government have to 
say on the position. 


“We heard of the guarantees to Poland 
only after we had practically committed 
the honour of this country to them. 


“We heard that war had been declared 
only after the ultimatum had been sent and 
had expired for over an hour. 


“Tt is a farce and an outrage on our 
democratic Constitution to face the repre- 
sentatives of the people with an aceom- 
plished tragedy.” 


ADVICE FOR COs AFFECTED BY 
THE NEW CALL-UP 


How to Register :: Work of the 
Tribunals :: Where to Get Help 


JHEN the National Service (Armed 
Forces) Act, extending conscription, 
was being debated in the House of Com- 
mons, Mr. Hore-Belisha, Minister for War, 
said, “ We have those of the age of 20-21, 
and we shall go up the scale very consider- 
ably before we contemplate placing this 
obligation on this lower age group” (the 
under-twenties). 


But the young men who were then only 
19 but have since reached the age of 20 are 
included among those who were called up 
by proclamation on Sunday. For the 
proclamation conscripts men who, on 
October 1, “had attained the age of 20 but 
not 22.” 


(No-one else is affected yet. The 22-year- 
olds—and any -who will have become 20— 
may be called up by proclamation soon 
after Christmas, and it is reported that 
“ machinery now exists to... call up men 
at the rate of an age group a month... 
but everything clearly depends upon the 
needs of the Service departments.”) 


Registration Next 


The next step is the registration of all 
men mentioned in the proclamation— 
except those who registered under the 
Military Training Act. This will take place 
on Saturday, October 21, at local offices of 
the Ministry of Labour (and is, of course, 
quite separate from the registration on the 
National Register which took place last 
Friday). Public notices will be posted 


locally indicating the actual time and place. 


Unless they take the position of complete 
refusal to comply with any requirement of 
a Conscription Act (though the Minister of 
Labour may himself registers them), con- 
scientious objectors who wish to claim 
exemption from military service must, 
when they go to register fill in a special 
form. It is advisable to ask specially for 
this as the Labour Exchange clerks are not 
likely to invite people to register as COs ! 


Refusal to Comply 


Again, there will be those who take the 
view that, having once registered, that con- 
stitutes their claim to exemption as a right 
of conscience, which none can decide but 
themselves. These will have no more to do 
with the machinery of conscription—until, 
their names having been removed from the 
register of conscientious objectors, they 
are summoned to submit to medical exami- 
nation, or, if they refuse, are arrested, fined 
(up to £5), and then medically examined. 


It is also an offence, however (punishable 
by a similar fine), not to notify to the 
Minister any change in name or address, 
and not to produce the certificate of regis- 
tration either on demand or, within two 
clear days of being requested to do so by 
a constable in uniform, at a police station. 


The Tribunals 


The Act provides that, within a period 
stated in the form which the conscientious 


objector, receives at the Ministry of Labour 
office, he shall apply in writing to a local 
tribunal stating the grounds of his objection 
te military service. He then waits until 
summoned to appear before the tribunal. 


How the tribunals will deal with the cases 
and whether they will give absolute exemp- 
tion, order some alternative service, put 
the applicants of the Military Service 
Register for non-combatant duties only, or 
dismiss the application altogether depends 
namely on the attitude of the respective 
tribunals and, of course, on the case which 
the applicant is able to state. 


Some indication as to the former may be 
gained from the account on this page of the 
tribunal sitting held in West London 
County Court this week. Though other 
tribunals may take up different attitudes, 
the fact that this is the latest to be held 
under war conditions may serve as a 
pointer. 


Keep in Touch 


As to the statement of their case, con- 
scientious objectors should apply to their 
nearest Advisory Bureau (a full list of 
which appears on the opposite page) not 
so much for assistance (since their case 
must be their own) as for general guidance 
and also for more detailed information as 
to the provisions of the Act. 


Under the Military Training Act, out of 
about 240,000 men aged 20-21 on June 3, 
about 4,000 registered as conscientious 
objectors. The number now liable for ser- 
vice in accordance with Sunday’s proclama- 
tion is estimated at 250,000. 


This larger number, together with the 
fact that the men are older, and in view 
of the fact of war and the growing 
opposition to this particular war, should 
certainly produce a substantially larger 
number of COs. 


Watch Peace News and keep in touch 
with your Advisory Bureau for further in- 
formation. 


oe Cs 


~— 


Gn wa Ss. 


Jn the capitals of Europe this week 
there has been a speeding up in diplo- 
matie activity and in preparation for 
an intensification of the war. Arthur 
Wragg’s cartoon graphically illus- 
trates the mad drive to destruction 
that will follow if these preparations 
are not stopped now. 


Millions of ordinary people, in 
many lands, are filled with forebod- 
ing. They feel they are merely pas- 
sengers in the train. ... 


But in the adjoining columns 
Wilfred Wellock shows that even now 
we can, and must, halt Europe’s pro- 
gress towards a futile slaughter. 


F rom the Editor’s Notebook 


Is the “Army 
of Taxpayers” 
Reliable ? 


“Peace News” Offices, 
3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 


A LETTER published elsewhere in this 

issue reminds pacifists (if it were 
necessary!) of the difficulty in which 
modern war, by its totalitarian nature, 
puts those who would give the minimum of 
support to a thing they know to be evil 
yet cannot help touching at one point or 
another. 

The stock example of this appallingly 
difficult problem is the payment of taxes, 
and in particular of income tax. I per- 
sonally have never been able to see the 
advisability (while quite seeing the point) 
of individual refusals to pay. It is, of 
course, part of the whole question of where 
the individual decides to stop his direct 
or indirect assistance to the war machine. 

i have always seen a distinction between 
that kind of action and the kind intended 
more as demonstration than as direct 
action. And the most effective form of 
demonstration against income tax for war, 
it seems to me, is a mass refusal to pay. 
People might agree to refuse on the under- 
standing that, say, 3,000 others would refuse 
simultaneously. 

The idea is not new. But in view cf 
Sir JoHn Srmon’s confidence “that we can 
rely on the great army of taxpayers to 
carry us to success in this part of the field 
just as we rely confidently on the armed 
forces of the Crown,” it would be interest- 
ing to know how many conscientious ob- 
jectors there would be “in this part of the 
field.” 

But refusal on grounds of individual con- 
scientious objection—just because people 
simply cannot bring themselves to pay— 
is another matter and not in the least 
dependent upon other refusals. 


Better Late Than Never 


OVE of the things that have particularly 

impressed me during the past week 
has been the number of people who are 
apparently only for the first time bestir- 
ring themselves to bring peace. 

It is an interesting comment on my note, 
last week, about public opinion. It is also, 
of course, a tragic comment (coming so 
late in the day) on the efforts of the peace 
movement generally over a couple of 
decades. 

But apart from regret that it should take 
the taste of war itself to stir some to 
efforts to end it, the fact should inspire 
hope. For the strength of the demand that 
the war should be stopped is greater than 
most people realize. 

The Press, of course, gives you little 
indication, but those who, like myself, 
have large mails, as well as those who talk 
to many folk, know that large and 
increasing numbers are opposed to this war. 
They may yet make their influence felt— 
both directly and through AnpREw STEWART 
at Clackmannan—by the Government so 
that it at least does not throw away the 
present chance of peace without any 
attempt at negotiation. 


* 


I want to emphasize this growth of 
opinion against war for another reason. It 
is that it should encourage all who are 


(Continued on page 11.) 
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WELLOCK submits ten points to show 
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WHY THE WAR SHOULD 
BE STOPPED 


in the present conflict pacifist 
activity should be directed to the 
issue of stopping the war. 


= While war rages, itvis useless» to 
theorize about pacifism. We shall 
get the public ear only in so far as 
we are able to elucidate the present 
situation, show where war is leading, 
and reveal the conditions of per- 
manent peace. 

The European situation has changed so 
rapidly during the last 14 days that almost 
everybody is confused. Thus the ear of the 
public is open to anyone who has any light 
to shed on the prevailing gloom ; whence 
a great opportunity is afforded to pacifists. 

To assist towards this end I have ven- 
tured to set out a few salient facts and 
considerations: 


[i is of supreme importance that 


The coming together of Germany and 
Russia is due mainly to two things: a 
common fear of the Western Imperialist 
Powers in the struggle for monopoly which 
grows fiercer as capitalism approaches 
collapse, and a recognition of a considerable 
and growing unity in the political, financial, 
social and economic policies of their two 
regimes. and in their attitude to capitalism. 
2 The recent change of attitude in the 
* National Government toward Hitler 
and Nazi Germany, should be associated in 


large measure with the growing anti- 
capitalist trend in that country. 


3 This situation means that if the war 

* continues it will wholly change its 
character, and become a fierce ideological 
struggle between imperialism and National 
Socialism (Nazi and Soviet), for power to 
determine the future of Europe. 


In the course of this struggle we must 
expect the reactionary elements in 
Britain and France to attempt to unite with 
revolting capitalist elements in Germany, 
together with groups of Officers of the old 
Reichswehr, for the overthrow of Hitler, 
with a view to restoring capitalism in 
Germany, and afterwards, possibly, of 
trying to isolate Soviet Russia. With such 
a German Government, the present Govern- 
ments of Britain and France would probably 
be willing to make a more reasonable peace 
than is otherwise likely to occur. A period 
of vicious reactionism in Europe would 
follow. 


5 There is now a very large body of 
* opinion—which, by the way, includes 
Mr. Lloyd George—that is opposed to in- 


cluding the restoration of the old Polish 
régime in the Allies’ War Aims. 


The opinion is rapidly spreading that 

a continuation of the war against Ger- 
many (leaving Poland out of the reckoning) 
will rapidly degenerate into a war in 
defence of British and French imperialism. 
and thus into an infinitely worse edition of 
the war of 1914, even if it does not go as 
far as is suggested in (3). 


73 The financial collapse and the economic 
breakdown which must follow a pro- 
longed war, together with the permanent 
loss of world markets which 2 or 3 years 
concentration on war work has involved. 
will cause the capitalists of Britain and 
France to refuse to give up their monopo- 
listic (imperialist) economic power, but 
rather to seek to increase it, when new 
Peace Treaties are made, as at Versailles. 


8 The hysterical struggle that is now 

* going on between the combatants in 
the war to bring the neutral States into 
their “orbits,” economically if not mili- 
tarily, reveals a situation that is in flagrant 
contradiction with the declared war aims, 
with the assurance that there should be no 
more “ Versailles,” and that a spirit of 
brotherliness and co-operation should pre- 
vail in which a new world would be born. 


Clackmannan is 


Your Chanee... 


About this article Wilfred Wellock 
writes: 


I VENTURE to submit these ten 

points also to the consideration of 
the electors of Clackmannan, and re- 
joice that we are presented with this 
magnificent opportunity of testing the 
public mind upon the vital issues con- 
nected with this war, 


I also rejoice that we have there so 
able a candidate as Andrew Stewart 
to present the pacifist case. 


At Clackmannan pacifism will be 


put tothe test. It will be asked for its 
alternative; it will be able to give it. 

Send your good wishes to Andrew 
Stewart, but let them be substantial 
—in the Scottish interpretation of 
that word. 


-- Don't Miss It! 


9g It follows from the above that what is 
* called Hitlerism is a by-produet of 
imperialism, and that the real trouble is 
the existence of monopoly, the cornering 
of the fruit of the earth to which the entire 
human race can lay equal claim. To rid 
the world of this monopoly is our chief 
task; but as the prolongation of the war 
will strengthen the demand for monopoly 
economic power, the stopping of the war 
is an essential condition of advance to- 
wards the goal of permanent peace. 


10 The cause of imperialist monopoly is 

* not a shortage of means to satisfy 
the basic needs of humanity—food and raw 
material—but the demand to maintain the 
vested interests of private financial (often 
family and political) groups. The financial 
power of these comparatively small groups 
has been allowed to monopolize, and thus 
to hold up the rich harvests of nature. and, 
worse still. the brain and energy of millions 
of human beings. 


This traffic in Nature and in Man must 
cease. The monopolies upon which it rests 
must be brought under democratic, that is, 
“social” control. In other words, “social’-ist 
Governments must come into being in 
Britain and France, get into touch with the 
National Socialist Governments of Kussia 
and Germany, and with a social outlook 
and in a social spirit, start the re-organiza- 
tion of Europe. 


And considering the impasse to which 
capitalist monopoly has brought the world, 
and the fact that even Nazi Germany has 
been compelled to travel te Russian road, 
even capitalists ought to take warning and 
welcome a “social” policy as the only way 
of escape from endless war and revolution. 


Is it bevond hope that amidst the collapse 
of the existing system.a new national spirit 
may emerge, whose universality will en- 
sure that, in the determination to demo- 
cratize abundance and all its benefits, the 
element of dictatorship and domination 
may everywhere be discarded, and that the 
fervent desire for a freer, juster and more 
liberal civilization may lead to tne creation 
of a movement which, uniting with a like 
desire in Germany and Russia, will build 
the bases of a new Europe? 


We are moving fast towards world totali- 
tarianism. The fact that the present war 
has merged into an ideological struggle 
makes it almost certain that it will termin- 
ate in a big extension of totalitarianism: 
Although I am fully aware of the sickly 
thing democracy has become even in 
Britain, I believe that it ought to be kept 
alive at all costs. For that reason alone 
this war ought to be stopped. 


For if we keep democracy alive we may, 
when we will, quicken it with the breath 
of full-blooded being. Whereas totalie 
tarianism presents us with an impagse 
There is no known way of escape from it, 
Therefore let us work to stop the war. 


i . . 
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STOP THE WAR!... USE PEACE OFFERS TO PLAN A BETTE 
WORLD... NO REPRISALS FOR BOMBING ... these are a few 


for | 


of the demands which are being made by a publie opinion 
peace that still exists. despite the war. 
some of the ways in which it has found 


Liverpool to London Lone 
Peace Pilgrimage Gives a 


“No Peace Through 
Victory ” 


—say Clergy 


WENTY-SEVEN clergy and ministers in 

Sheffield have declared their convic- 

tion that justice and peace “cannot be 

secured by force of arms or military 
victory.” 

In a Declaration of Pacifist Faith they 

say that justice and peace “are the gifts 


of God and must be sought along the ways | 


of God—through mutual trust and unders 
standing, right dealing and sympathy. In 
loyalty to our Lord, therefore, we must 


refuse to acknowledge war as an instru- | 


ment of His Kingdom. 


“We appeal to our fellow-Christians 
everywhere [continues the Declaration] to 
show forth in life and influence and spirit 
and purpose of the Prince of Peace and 10 
seek by every means in their power, under 
His guidance, such reconciliation of th2 
peoples of the earth whereby in mutual 
helpfulness the gifts of God may be shared 
and the needs of all adequately met.” 


Fourteen of the signatories are Metho- 
dists; five are Congregationalists; five 
Church of England: two Unitarians, and 
one belongs to the Christian Brotherhood 
Mission. 


NO REPRISALS 
DEMAND 


A declaration denouncing the bombing of 
civilians has been signed by forty-two members 
of the congregation of a Balham church and sent 
to the Premier. 


“To the question ‘If the enemy bomb our 
civilian centres would we be right deliberately 
to bomb theirs?’, we are sure the Christian 
answer is 'No,’” the declaration states. “We 
should announce at once that in no circumstances 
will we bomb civilian centres, whatever the 
enemy may do. We should send that message 
to the German Government, and over Germany 
we should drop leaflets to that effect... By this 
policy, if adopted, we shall save women and 
children in their thousands.” 


SEE ALSO— 


What groups of the. 
Peace Pledge Union 
are doing .... p.10 


Lead to 


Women 


EARING the banner you see 
B in these two photographs taken 

on her arrival in London, Miss 
Mary Taylor completed on Saturday 
a lone peace pilgrimage which 
started from her home city of Liver- 
pool a fortnight before. 

Great interest was aroused in the towns 
through which she walked. She met 
practically no opposition of any kind. 

Miss Taylor’s route took her through 
Northwich, the Pottery towns, Burslem, 
Uttoxeter, Lichfield, Birmingham, Coven- 
try, and Northampton. On arrival in 
London she marched through Westminster, 
passing down Whitehall and past the 
Houses of Parliament. 

The success of her pilgrimage has led her 
to plan a women’s peace march through 
Liverpool in the near future. 


Typical of the effect of her pilgrimage was 


{the hush that fell upon the crowds in a 


market place in one of the Five Towns (in 
the Potteries) as she walked through it in 
the gutter. 


She was given a great ovation when she 
spoke at a packed meeting of Peace Pledge 
Union members in Kingsway Hall, London, 
on Saturday evening. 

Miss Taylor sacrificed her fortnight’s 
holiday—which earlier she had hoped to 
spend in Germany—to make her pilgrim- 
age. 


Example Copied 


Already her example has fired the en- 
thusiasm of other pacifists. 


Mrs. Payne, of Farnham, and a friend 
gave away 1,000 leaflets outside Hyde Park 
on Sunday while carrying two similar 
banners. They aroused great interest. 


It is hoped that these efforts will be 
followed up by deputations of women to 
MP’s, and so on, as part of a nation-wide 
“Stop the War” campaign. 


WOMEN’S PLEA TO 
PREMIER 


A LETTER signed by Vera Brittain, 

Norrie Fraser, Storm Jameson, Maude 
Royden, Rose Simpson and Sybil Thorn- 
dike has been sent to the Prime Minister 
urging that Britain should take no part in 
the bombing of civilians on the following 
grounds : 


1. That section of German opinion which is 
moving towards us and against the present 
rulers of Germany will be once more hardened 
against us. 

2. It is of no help to the women and children 
of the Allied countries that German women and 
children should join them in their agony. 


3. The British women who are the signatories 
of this appeal feel that if they have to face the 
bombs of the German Air Force they would 
rather trust to defence than to reprisals, and that 
nothing is to be gained by the corresponding 
suffering of German women. 


4. The whole moral force of the world will | 


be behind us if we. no matter the provocation, 
hold our hand against the German non-com- 
batants innocent alike of the desire or ability to 
harm us. 

The letter concludes: “We do most 
earnestly ask that the British nation take 
the lead in preventing this war from 
initiating the destruction of the European 
civilization which it has repeatedly stated 
its intention to defend.” 


le 
HE SAID IT! 


“Here I am in the same post as I was 25 
years ago. Rough times lie ahead .. .” 
-—Mr. Winston Churchill in his broad- 
cast on Sunday evening. 


On this page are reported 
expression. 


2,000 AT 

_ANTLWAR 
RALLY IN 
GLASGOW 


NE of the largest anti-war meetings 

since the last war was held in Glasgow 

on Sunday of last week. More than 2,000 

people stood round the platform and 

blocked North Hanover Street so that it 
was completely impassable. 

On the platform was James Maxton, MP, 
Bailie Kerr, senior magistrate for Glasgow, 
Oliver Brown, Scottish Nationalist. and 
Guy Aldred, of the United Socialist Move- 
ment. The chairman was Bert Vallance, 
Secretary of the Glasgow and West of 
Scotland No Conscription League. 

“ All the fine spirit; all the great ability; 
all the power, to produce the things 
that make for life, are to be mobilized for 
the purpose of mutual slaughter and 
human extermination. Can any rational 
being defend that?” asked Maxton in his 
speech. 
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Wasted Years 


“Since 1918,” he continued, “preparations 
have been going ahead for the situation 
we find ourselves in today. During the 
precious years from 1918 to 1933, when the 
fascists came to power in Germany, Britain 
and France could have so ordered their 
European policy that Hitler would never 
have come to power at all.” 

Bailie Kerr, in attacking Arthur Greenwood’s 
speech in the House of Commons, said, “If the 
whole of the Labour Party in the House and in 
the country is wholeheartedly behind Green- 
wood, then why the need for a conscription 
order?” 

“The National Register means a passport to 
every citizen in the country,” said Guy Aldred. 
“Tf that is not fascism, then what is it?” 

“When we have finished fighting Hitler we 
will have to fight the Soviet Unior, and then 
Japan,” stated Oliver Brown. ‘We are not 
fighting for democracy. The people who are 


going to bring democracy don’t believe in it 
themselves.” 


The Peace We Must Plan 


“We must collaborate on equal terms with the 
peoples of Europe to make a settlement free from 
accusation of war guilt against the German 
people, free from all vindictive conditions and 
indemnities and from all attempts to impose 
unilateral disarmament—a settlement on which 


may be founded a new social order of peace and 
democratic freedom.” 


So urges a leaflet entitled War Aims, published 
by the Union of Democratic Control (34 Vietoria 
Street, London, S.W.1). 


Although nations under Hitler's yoke have the 
right to their freedom. points out the leaflet, “ we 
must also work for a European organization in 
which they and other nations can work together 
in a federated system kased on an economic and 
political internationalism.” 


Positive Proposals 


Wanted 


A resolution has been passed by an emergency 
executive meeting of the Ruislip branch of the 
League of Nations Union urging the Executive 
Committee of the League of Nations Union “to 
take immediate steps to impress upon the 
Government the immense moral initiative that 
would be gained by an early declaration to the 
German people and the rest of the world of 
positive peace proposals; that all branches of 
the union be informed of this action and urged 
to make it known as widely and quickly as 
possible as being the only way to prevent the 
war drifting along to sheer catastrophe: ard. 
further, earnestly suggests that each branch of 
the union should without delay 
member of Parliament to press 
declaration from the Government.” 


request its 
for such a 


Emergency meeting of peace Rrorkers : = 
“Don't eject Peace Offer 
Out-of-Hanad °° 


| FrOoLLow ING the Russo-German declaration of last week, and 
while the world was buzzing with talk of an impending peace 
offer from Germany, an emergency meeting of representatives of | 
British peace organizations issued the following statement: 

1. There should be no summary rejec- 
ticn of proposals to end the war. 
The presentation of any such pro- 
posals Should be used to secure a 
truce in hostilities and the submis- 


sion of the issues to a conference 
table. 


3. The reply of the democratic Powers 
should indicate proposals for a 
radical and constructive peace plan 
directed toward: 


(a) The lessening of economic stress and 
poverty and the improvement of the 
standard of living of all peoples ; 


(b) a drastic general disarmament; 


(c) the development of a new inter- 
national order along federal lires, 
securing the free co-operation of all 
racial units, 


2; 
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4. The active participation of neutral 
Powers, including the United 


States, in framing a settlement, 
must be secured. 


| The emergency meeting had been called by the National 
| Peace Council. 
The National Peace Council is anxious to get as soon as possible a large 


flow of letters on similar lines to the Government and Members of Parliament 
and to the national and local press. 
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Pacifists Can Be 


Patriots — With a Wider 


HENEVER war comes, one 

exceptional sorrow falls 

upon the pacifist. So many 
of his comrades desert him. Many 
who have worked persistently for 
international peace suddenly justify 
war. 


It was so in 1914. Before that fateful 
August there had been in England a 
number of organized societies, leagues and 
associations whose object was the peaceful 
settlement of international disputes. Their 
members had met in numerous peace con- 
gresses and conferences, national and inter- 
national. 


They had opposed increased armaments. 
Some of them had even advocated total 
disarmament as an example and Tolstoyan 
non-resistance in the face of armed 
aggression. ‘ 


When war came, the majority of these 
joined the great mass and became fiercely 
bellicose. They seemed to forget all they 
had ever said and appeared to believe. 
They responded to the appeal of dividing 
nationalism, which is one of the major 
curses of humanity. 


Other more assured internationalists and 
lovers of humanity took their place. The 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, the Women’s 
International League, the Union of Demo- 
cratic Control and other fresh and eager 
bodies came into being and worked with 
the energy of new life for a better world. 


But those who had failed are nc‘ to be 
blamed. To the average decent man and 
woman war presents a hard problem: the 


PEACE 


Vision, 
says Edward G. Smith, 
in his final article 
in our series 
“Speaking Personally’ 


difficulty to believe that the country they 
especially know and especially love is 
sharing in a common wrong. 


This England 


E English men and women know 

England intimately, and for many 
reasons love it. 

We know many of our fellow-country- 


men and women and hold thern warmly WJ 


in our hearts. They ar2 good friends and 
neighbours. Association has made us one. 
We love and enjoy the familiar sights and 
sounds and scents. We may grumble at 
the climate, the food or even the people, 
but together, with innumerable other 
things, they make up our England. 

It is difficult to believe that this England 
—this dear England—is committing a great 
sin, the sin of sins. It is much easier to 
believe that the sin is particularly in 
another country we have been taught to 
think of broadly as Germany or Russia or 
France, or even, as might happen, the 
United States of America. We confuse and 
identify peoples with national policies. 

In the nineteenth century, the national 
policy of England was one of ruthless com- 
mercialism combined with ruthless im- 


An Outline of 
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series:. 


on history and substituting this one book. 


HE N.C.L.C. has reason to be proud of 
Workers bookshelves; and Gordon 


Society,” etc. 
Cloth 5/-, post free 5/4. 
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through seven editions. 
books, while published as text-books for 


those at present in print: 

Poat 
Price Free 
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Cloth 4/6 4/9 
3 Hard Boards 2/6 2/8 
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graphy. Py J. #. Horrabin Clotn 3/6 3/8 
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Hard Boards 2/6 2/0 

A Short History of the British Empire. 
By J. F. Horrapin Cloth 2/- 2/23 
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How Empires Grow. By J. ¥. Horrabin 
Cloth 2/- 2/3 
Hard Boarda I/- 1/2 

The Hullders' Histury (450 pagea). By 


Rk. W. Postgate vee 2/= 2/6 
Economic Doctrines of Karl Marx. By 
Kar! Kautsky. 86 «- 2/6 2/0 


Education for Emanelpation, By J. Ps 
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The Trained Mind i “Trained for. What ? ? 
By J. P. M. Millar... 2d. 3d. 

A Great Soclailut-—Frederick Engels. By 
T. A. Jackson a. dd. 4d. 

What's Wrong with” the “Schools ? By 
T. Ashcroft . 3d. 4d. 

” Bilas in the Schools. “By Millar & Wood- 
burn "2d. 3d. 

The Rise ot. Capitatisn.” By * Leater 
Hutchinson 2d. 3d. 


_ An Qatiine History ‘ot Unemployment, 
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_¥ Boards l/+ 1/2 
The “‘Piebs" Atins, By J. ¥. Horrabin. 
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Address 


readable as most text-books are dull and forbidding. 
woman should have a set and should recommend them to their friends. 
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Man’s History 


RDON WALKER 


OT for a‘long while have I got so much out of a book as out of Patrick Gordon 

Walker's “ Outline of Man's History,” the N.C.L.C.’s latest book.—W. T CotyeEr, 
Author of “An Outline History of Unemployment,” etc. 

es WALKER’S is a grand book—certainly one of the very best in the Plebs 

It’s a whole library wn a nutshell, so to speak, and I’m just wondering 

whether to give myself a bit more shelf-room by clearing out a row of portly volumes 


It not only saves space—it saves. time; he's 


done the reading and researching and sifted out the really essential historical facts. 
Anyone who digests this book can count himself educated.—J. F. Horrasin, Author 
of “An Outline of Economic Geography, * “DBlebs Atlas,” “Short History of the 
British Empire,” “ How Empires Grow,” ete 


the standard it has ner in catering for the 
Walker's “ Outline of Man's History” 1s a 


notable and indispensable addition to the series —T. AsHcgort, Author of “ An Outline 
of Imperialism,” “What's Wrong with the Schools? ”, 


“English Art and English 
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Scores of thousands have been sold in Britain alone. 
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Life and Teaching of Mart Marx. he 
Max Beer ree Bs- 273 
Socialism's New Start. By " Miles.” 
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The Town Labourer. By J, L. and BL 
Hammond 2/- 2/3 

Why War? A Handbook ‘tor thoue who 

will take part in the next World War. 
By Ellen Wilkinson and E. Conze ... I/- 1/2 

An Introduction to Dialectical Materlal- 
ism. By E. Conze Cloth 2/- 2/2 
Boards l/- 1/2 

Utopia. By 
Cloth 2/6 2/9 
Paper l/- 1/3 

The Workers' Kxsperanto Movement. By 


Thomas Moore and his 
Karl Kautaky 


Lanti. (Trana. Stay) ... sey ww. Gd. Td. 
History of the Great Strike. By Horra- 
bin, Postgate and Wilkinson ... Gd. Wd. 


What is Marxism ? By A. L. Willams Gd. 7d. 
Industrial Bevolution in South Wales. 

By Ness Edwards 4 l/- 1/2 
Trade Uolonism — What every “Worker 

should Know. By Arthur W. Peteh 2d. Jd. 
What to Head de 2d. bd. 
Bystery of Money. By Arthur Woodburn ud. 4d. 
Education for a New Social Order. By 

J. F, Horrabin ld. 2d, 
N.C.L.C. Magazine. —The- “ Plebs % (34, monthly 
or 4d. post free, or 48. per year) should be read 
by all workers. It ‘a the oldest and livelieat of 
the Labour monuthiies and is internationally famous 
for its cartoons and maps. 


AN IMPORTANT QUESTION. 
Has your Organization an Educational Scheme 
with the National Council of Labour Colleges pro- 
viding for Free Clasaes and Free Postal Courses ? 
If not, why not 7 
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aw A Remittance is enclosed for £ ~ : 


My; ay? ft 
oo To the N.C.L.C. Publishing Society, Ltd. 
A 2. (Publishers for the National Council of Labour Colleges) 

' “scr 4 15 South Hill Park Gardens, London, N.W.3. 
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perialism. The Manchester School and the | 
Kipling Cult worked side by side, although | 
they hated and despised each other. | 


They expressed the idea of aggrandise- 
ment. The possessive impulse went out 
equally after markets and territory. 


All the while the average English man 
and woman remained a good friend and a 
kindly neighbour. It was difficult, it is 
difficult, to think of them as collectively 
predatory. But in other countries 
accumulated the legend of “Perfide 
Albion.” 


The French, baftled at Fashoda, the Ger- 
mans, denied “a place in the sun.” were 
envious, suspicious and hostile. And al!| 
the while, the French and Germans, too. 
were good friends, loving fathers and 
mothers and kindly neighbours. 
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Wider Vision 


OW, when Dr. Goebbels denounces us 

shrilly for our perfidy and our crimes, 
we retort indignantly, “We are not like 
that! It is a lie!’ And we are not like 
that. 

We are the decent men and women who 
grow roses and play 
darts; who read Dickens and abhor 
cruelty. We have assuaged the worst 
evils of capitalism with State insurance 
schemes imported from Germany. We 
have tended our garden of intellectual 
freedom with characteristic reservations. 

We are not a nation of criminals. We 
have meant no harm, whatever foreigners 
may have thought about us. 

S3 comes the knowledge of much and. 
therefore, the forgiveness of much, 

If only we could extend our sympathetic 
vision across frontiers and see ali those 
decent neighbours in other lands, living as 
well as possible according to their lights, 
we could not want to destroy them for 
their offences or the offences of their 
governments. We could not point the finger 
of self-righteousness and denunciation. 
“Tet him who is without sin cast the first 
stone.” 

Those, with anything like an open and 
informed mind, who have heard Hitler's 
charges and self-justifications on the radio, 
must have often said uneasily, “ We, too. 
have sinned asa nation. Whom are we to 
punish? Our call is to repentance.” 

It is not enough to protest that our 
national sins are in the past. Only yester- 
day English crowds were singing: 

“Wider yet and wider shall thy bounds be 
set; . 

“God Who made thee mighty, make thee 
mightier yet.” 

What suggestion of cepentance is there 
in those words? What Hitler could boast 
more defiantly? Alexander craved for 
more worlds to conquer, and schoolboys are 
taught to think of him as Alexander the 
Great. Cecil Rhodes dreamed of an all-red 
map of Africa and was acclaimed as a 
national hero. 

Hitler, too, dreams his woefully . evil 
dream. He is treading the historic way of 
the world. 

Those who make war against him do but 
strengthen his pride and lust of conquest. 
When the conqueror is denied his conflict 
he will fall from his high place. 


* 


This article was. unavoidably held over 
from last week’s “ Peace News.” 


drink tea or beer, 


Spare that Beard 


"TARE heart, you bearded men who are 

wondering how to wear your gas masks. 
There is no need to follow the example of 
the Monks who, according to the press last 
week, had their beards cut off. 


A letter in The Times has suggested a 
less drastic way out. 

“Four curling-pins may be bought at the 
stores and the beard tightly rolled up in 
these and tucked under the chin,” said the 
writer of the letter. 


“The gas mask is then drawn over the 
face, beard and all, and is perfectly air- 
tight.” 

The writer was a woman, who declared 
that ‘this discovery has been the means of 
preserving my  husband’s magnificent 
beard,” 
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WHAT 
SOCIALISM! 


We Live and Learn. 
Labour Book Service. 


By Frank Tilsley, 


i R. TILSLEY apparently set out to write a 
“plain man’s guide to socialism.” He 
has had a fair success with the first 160 pages: 


then his anti-fascism got the better of him and 
clouded his judgment 


Towards the end he devotes a good deal cf 
space to a critique of pacifism, which contains 
a good many generalizations which are far too 
sweeping. 


He declares that “so far as I know no com- 
pletely ee eaiennice case has ever been made 
out attempting to show that the honour end 
consciences of men are inevitably bound up with 
their refusal to take life if they are commanded 
to do so by a Government acting constitutionally 
and in accordance with the will of the people.” 

One could argue for hours about the latter 
phrase alone, but to me the main challenge is 
unanswerable; either vou know that it is dis- 
honourable and wrong to kill people with whom 
you have no quarrel, or you don't. 


* = * 


Although he prides himself on his realism, Mr. 
Tilsley drags up that hoary old analogy between 
war and the violence of a madman who would 
take your life. If it is right to defend yourself 
against the latter, even to the point of killing 
him, we are told that “it is right to defend 
yourself from the aggression of a_ foreign 
country. even to the point of flying over it und 
dropping bombs on 1ts women and children.” 

So we must bomb and starve the Germans 

*more efficiently and comprehensively than they 
can bomb and starve us.” Since this book was 
written, that lunatic policy has been adopted, 
although it is not yet fully in operation. There 
is no indication that it will be any more suc- 
cee in bringing peace than it was 25 years 


> z = 


What's more, in dealing with the pacifist con- 
tention that nothing is ever settled by dropping 
bombs on women and children, the author ce- 
clares that now “it is becoming increasingly 
and desperately clear that nothing is very likely 
to be settled by any other methods.” Which 
is no answer. of course, to the claim that the 
bombing of women and children will settle 
nothing except who has the superior air force. 

Mr. Tilsley argues that we are mistaken in 
thinking of “an enemy country as consisting 
of ordinary men and women who have no de- 
sire to harm us any more than we have sny 
desire to harm them”; unfortunately for him, 
even those who have adopted his policy admitted 
as they did so that our quarrel is not with tne 
German people. Pacifists merely give that pious 
expression a practical application. 


. * . 


For all his socialism, Mr. Tilsley’s arguments 
bring’ to mind Machiavelli’s dictum: “* Where the 
safety of one’s country is at stake, there must be 
no consideration of what is just or unjust, merci- 
ful or cruel, glorious or shameful; on the 
contrary, everything must be disregarded save 
that course which will save her life.” 

Nevertheless there is a ray of hope; the 
author's final goal is a Federation of Nations, 
and he deplores the fact that the “ anti-fascists 
are merely ‘antis’ without any common inspira- 
tion such as the definite idea of a United States 
of Europe would give to them." And again: 
“in a creative, changing world the only sort of 
thinking which is worth anything is thinking 
toward an ideal.” 

After all, “We Live and Learn.” 
Frank Tilsley may be with us one day. 


C.W.J. 


so even 


Life and Work of 
Mahatma Gandhi 


Messrs. Allen and Unwin have published a 
volume of nearly 400 pages (price 7s. 6d.) entitled 
Mahatma Gandhi: Essays and Reflections on his 
Life and Work, to be presented to him on his 
seventieth birthday, October 3rd, 1939, and 
edited by S. Radhakrishnan, Oxford Professor 
of Oriental Religions. There are over 60 contri- 
butors, mostly British or Indian. The book is a 
most timely one and should drive home to many 
readers the vital importance of the way of “non- 
violence,” as taught by the great Indian leader. 


A CLERGY 
CONFERENCE 


will be held at 3.30 p.m. 


on Monday, October 9th, 1939, 


in the Dick Sheppard Memorial Club, 
Binney Street, W.1 (opposite Selfridges) 


when 
Rev. PROFESSOR CHARLES E. RAVEN 


will open a discussion on 


"The Problems of Pacifist Clergy in 
War Time.” 


Prof. Raven 
will speak again in the Club at 6.30p.m. 


October 6, 1939 


Now is the 
Time 


\AJOW is the time to act. Do not let the 
** Government push this country further 
and further into this appalling and awful 


war. Organize a mass canvass of the 
people—and lose no time. Every day 
counts. 


I have been asking the question of 
evervone I may meet in shops, buses, &c., 
“to fight or to finish now?” The general 
desire is no more fighting. 

The mass of the people is with you. If 
you make your voice heard loudly every- 
where, peace could be procured. 

In any way I can I will help. 


MADGE M. DUNDAS. 
178 Ballards Lane, 
Church End, Finchley, N.3. 


It is clear that our first duty as pacifists 
at the present time is to exert every effort 
to stop the war. To further this end I 
suggest that every member of the Peace 
Pledge Union should send a postcard to 
the Prime Minister urging him to stop the 
war and try to persuade as many people 
zs possible to do the same. 

There are plenty of people who are not 
pac:ifists who would be willing to do this 
‘or there has been a marked change in the 
zititude of the public towards the war in 
tne vast fortnight. 

Since the invasion of Poland by Russia 
tne confidence in a victory for Britain and 
®rance has waned and people who were 
vociferously urging the prosecution of the 
war are now only too anxious that it 
sould be stopped. These are the people 
wao would be prepared to write to the 
>-emier if the suggestion were put to 
them. 

One PPU member of my acquaintance 
succeeded in persuading 60 fellow worlxers 
in his factory to send postcards—the 
majority of them were originally in favour 
of the war and had changed their attitude 
when the prospects of victory seemed 
much less likely! I suggest we would all 
Go well to follow his example. 

If a vast number of reople in this 
country demand that the war should be 
stopped the Government cannot but take 
cognisance of the fact. 


. KENNETH S. WOODROOFE. 
32 Parkstone Road, Birkenhead. 


Your correspondent, W. M. Wallace. urges a 
much closer co-operation between the peace 
organizations and individual peace workers so 
as to secure a maximum influence upon the 
Government and upon public opinion generally. 

I write to say that there has already been 
established under the auspices of the National 
Peace Council an Emergency Committee upon 
which most of the national peace organizations 
are represented and the express purpose of 
which is to secure rapid consultation and action 
between the various peace bodies and the de- 
velopment of a more effective use of our com- 
bined resources. 

It was this Committee which was responsible 
for the issue last Friday of the four-point state- 
ment in regard to the Russo-German declaration 
and through combined effort, it was possible to 
give this statement a very wide circulation to 
local organizations and individuals over the 
week-end. 

The Emergency Committee is at the same time 
considering how the machinery for the rapid 
distribution of suggestions for local acticn can be 
improved. 

GERALD BAILEY, 
Directing Secretary, 
National Peace Council. 
39 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1 


I heartily support Mr. W. H. Wallace’s sug- 
gestion that the PPU should ask all other peace 
societies to join forces in voicing the people's 
desire to stop this war NOW. 

The insanity of the whole catastrophe into 
which power politicians have led us is beyond 
words. But humanity can rise again even from 
desolation. Seize the opportunity to consolidate 
men’s will for peace into a mass organization 
unanimous on the vital issue. 

I would urge further that the true solution is 
in a world-wide federation of peacemakers. In- 
ternationalism alone can create the organization 
and gather the resources to be used by workers 
who will devote their lives to stamp out war 
and rebuild civilisation. 

ERIC J. W. TAPSELL. 

Grecian House, 

Sunderland, Cockermouth. 


AN APPEAL: 


1. To Peace Pledge Union members. Do wear 
your badges—it’s a tremendous encouragement 
to mect another and quite strange person wear- 
ing a PPU badge these days, in the midst of a 
welter of ARP, AFS, &c. 

2. To “Peace News” sellers. Don't give up 
now—far from being more difficult to sell, 
Peace News goes better than ever at street 
corners. ° 

3. To all Pacifists. Can't we have complete 
tolerance among durselves? Can’t we drop the 
argument between “ humanitarians” and “ abso- 
Jutists” We're all working for the same thing 
~—let us respect each other’s methods and get on 
with our own job of work—and never “ wash our 
dirty linen in public.” 

(Mrs.) VERA BARNES. 
17 Welbeck Court, Addison Bridge Place, W.14. 


PEACE 


NEWS 


LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 


We have space for only a few of the letters we receive. 
Other things being equal, letters of about 200 words 
stand the best chance of publication. 


War Work or—? 


THE reception accorded to the recent 

Pacifist Service Corps proposals and 
the relatively enlightened treatment which 
COs are obtaining at the hands of the 
Tribunals are good indications of the line 
which the Government is taking toward 
pacifists. In effect it is telling us that it 
doesn’t care a brass farthing what we do 
as long as we don’t hamper the conduct of 
the war. 

The point which the Government has 
realized is, that pacifists are under the 
necessity of earning their bread and butter 
or in other words of sticking to their jobs. 
This is the crux of the whole matter. 

The introduction of the National Register 
means that totalitarianism has gained a 
firm foothold in this country, and in future 
any civilian carrying on his job will be as 
much involved in a war as a soldier on 
active service. The Register clearly im- 
plies that the civilian will only hold his 
job by virtue of its importance in the total 
war effort. 

Civilian and military work must now be 
equated and the principles which guided 
the pacifist on the question in the last war 
are rendered obsolete. Jobs cannot any 
longer be put in order of their war impo.- 
tance and the least likely to help on the 
war selected. Every job is now a war job, 
and the pacifist who is given exemption 
from military service, provided that ne 
carries on his ordinary job is being hocd- 
winked by the Government. 

It is true that there are ways in which 
the pacifist may mitigate the evil effects of 


Pacifism and the 
Working Class 


We do not get the working class because we 
do not aim at it. 

Obviously, a man who is out of his home at 
work for twelve hours daily, or is on the dole 
worried with the search for work, will not came 
to meetings with those who “look so prosperous.” 

Obviously, also, experience teaches him pledges 
ar: useless, and if not, as G. W. Dowal points 
out, mean one thing to him and a much smaller 
thing to others. 

But if we mean to work actively for peace, we 
must have the working man, and I believe John 
Barclay knows the way. One percent of work- 
ing men, I’m told, have a flair for politics. If 
we encourage any who seem to listen to us and 
encourage them to speak or, if they fear that, to 
tackle tneir fellows in their way, we shal! get 
their votes though they may not talk about 
renunciation. 

At the moment I suggest we leave what we 
“are,” and work for the objective offered us in 
the Clackmannan election. Even if we cannot 
win it, the publication of big numbers who 
worked for it or subscribed to it will impress 
our Government who consider citizens as 
numerals. 

M. ILES. 

At Little Wymondley Priory, Hitchin. 


A Way to « Victory” 


Jonn Barclay in last week's issue of Peace 
News said “Let us be original.” 

British aircraft have successfully “bombed ” 
Germany with leaflets. Could it not be sug- 
gested to the Government that this might Le 
followed up by “Food Packets” of sugar and 
fats’ It would be a practical demonstration, 
much more convincing tnan words, that England 
has no quarrel with the German people. 

If the objection is raised that the Govern- 
ment cannot afford to deplete the country's food 
supplies it might be arranged for Peace Pledge 
Union members, frien¢s and others to guarantee 
such supplies out of their own resources. 

The idea 1s based on Christian principles and, 
it may be, it is sufficiently practical to catch the 
public imagination, which is by no means fully 
“war minded” at this stage. 

Possibly such a scheme has already been con- 
sidered, but it seems worth a second thought if 
the suggestion could be got across to those con- 
trolling the means of putting it into operation. 


HOWARD C. MARTEN. 
21 Shire Lane, Chorleywood, Herts. 


Day of Prayer 


Unfamiliarity with the Anglican Prayer Book 
and with .the 16th Century idiom of thought 
and language has betrayed the quoter of the 
prayer for the assuagement of the malice of our 
enemies into an injustice. It is not a good prayer, 
but the Archbishop of Canterbury responsible 
for it was not Dr. Lang but Dr. Cranmer. 


ROSE MACAULAY. 


war work but the situation would seem to 
require more drastic steps to be taken. 
For instance, there is considerable scope for 
experiment and development of co- 
operative communities based economically 
on the land. There is the further exciting 
possibility that such communities might, in 
future times of disillusionment and chaos, 
form nuclei for the building up of a more 
enlightened human society. 

But it is not my purpose to discuss 
“solutions.” The sole reason for my letter 
was to draw attention to the nature of the 
problem which will shortly confront us. 


D. W. R. FRONE. 
43 Algers Road, Loughton, Essex. 


Self-Determination 


Mr. Dennis Carey evidently does not realize 
that many “internationalists” are in reality 
non-nationalists and do not sympathize with 
agitation for nationalist government which is 
fuosely termed “ self-determination,” a term that 
would be accurate only if a nation were a 
political, economic and mental unity, which it 
certainly is not 

When a child is born, it is not conscious of 
being a Frenchman, Irishman, Englishman or 
German ; “ deep-seated teelings of race” are im- 
planted by direct and indirect educational 
machinery, with the result that—as all com- 
munities are ethnologically mixed—antagonisms 
are created between individuals on non-personal 
grounds. 

Local autonomy need not necessarily imply 
any nationalist association, and many pacifists 
consider that the sense of nationality instead of 
being strongly fostered, with various evil results, 
should be discounted in the interests of truth 
and peace. 

By-the-by numerous Ukrainians, Galicians and 
Germans would query Mr. Carey's notion of 
liberty when he bases it upon the statement that 
“the Poles are now fighting for the right of 
Poles to govern Poles.’ 

JOHN NIBB 


BM/JONIB, London, W.C.1, 


The Next Generation 


All our efforts have failed to avert another 
major war, but we must start working now to 
prevent the next one. The fact that opposition 
is ten times as great now as in 1914 ought to 
encourage us so that we can work with new 
zeal and enthusiasm to educate the next gener- 
ation to a way of life in which warfare would 
be impossible. 

Every member of the Peace Pledge Union in 
an educational post can help to rear a gener- 
ation filled with pacifist ideals, but if children 
could ke reared in a school whose whole atmo- 
sphere was such that kindliness, generosity, and 
unselfishness came to them almost as second 
nature, they could have a far-reaching influence 
for good when they took their places in their 
various spheres of life. To organize and staff 
schools to give such an atmosphere is a tremend- 
ous task, but one well worth attempting. 


NORAH BONNINGHAM. 
Fredley Lodge, Michleham, Dorking, Surrey. 


One Touch of Nature? 


Tne following is an exactly-worded copy 
of an extract from the London Star of 
September 27: 

A Customs officer at Boston Harbour, inspect- 
ing a German tanker, Pauline Frederick, dis- 
covered that the crew of 26 had only 10lIbs. of 
ribs of beef and a bushel of apples for dinner 
last Sunday. 

He mentioned this when he visited a British 
steamer in harbour, the Port Halifax. 

“ Germans or not, they have got to eat; send 
a couple c* them over and we will give them 
something.” said the mate of the British vessel. 

The Germans came right over and got their 
“rations,” says the British United Press. 

“ Port Halifax,” Gentlemen ? 

A. W. 

S.W.1. 


For Civil Servants 


It is thought that the forming of a Civil 
Servants Group for members of the Peace 
Pledge Union of all ranks and departments 
would be greatly welcomed. We are all more or 
less under the same regulations and may at 
times be placed in difficult situations, and it is 
thought that assistance might be able to be 
given in guiding members upon the course of 
action to take. 

Will those interested please write or give their 
names and addresses in at the City Peace Group 


Headquarters, 13 Paternoster Row, London, 
E.C.1. It may later be desirable to call a 
meeting. 

G. E. ALBON. 

D. He BRIMS. 


H. C. HARTWELL. 
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The War—as 
Before 


° is not generally realized that the war 

now going on is a continuation of the 
of the war which began in 1914. The 
“ peace”’ which was brought about in 1918 
was the peace of exhaustion, and it was 
not only Germany which was exhausted. 
During the years which have elapsed since 
1918 the nations have been feverishly, and 
with only a few brief pauses, preparing to 
take up again that old struggle. 

Peace between nations organized on an 
imperialist basis, and whose destinies 
are in the hands of power-politicians, is a 
“peace” devoted to preparations for the 
next bloody conflict. The peace years, 
therefore, are themselves a part of the 
war-strategy of imperialist Governments, 
to enable them to recover their military 
strength and material, and to give time for 
a new generation of cannon-fodder to grow 
up to what is aptly called the “ military 
age.” 

Peace, real peace, between imperialist 
Governments is as impossible of attain- 
ment as was the attainment of a real and 
lasting peace in this country, during the 
period when it was organized on a system 
of feudal “baronies,” each baron having 
his private army and being a law unto - 
himself. 

Armed conflict between rival imperial- 
isms at fairly regular intervals is practi- 
cally inevitable. The remedy for this state 
of affairs is for the people themselves to 
refuse to continue to live as the “re- 
tainers” of their Governments. That is, 
to refuse war as a method of settling (save 
the word!) quarrels which are not even 
their own. 


T. J. E. WARBURTON. 
Warrior House Hotel, 
St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex. 


““New Vision ”’ 


I consider that for one small displayed adver- 
tisement to pull a satisfactory and immediate 
response is an achievement of which any paper 
may be proud and I am glad to say I had an 
excellent response to the advertisement for 
New Vision, The International Youth Review, 
which I inserted in Peace News only a few days 
after the war began. Peace News mus: be one 


_ of the few papers maintaining keen reader in- 


terest even in war time. 

May I add that in view oc the size of the 
circulation it is now impossible to deal witn 
New Vision entirely by private circulation and 
from the next issue (November 15) it will be 
available at Messrs. W. H. Smith’s and many 
other newsagents. 

Pacifists will, I feel sure, do all they can to 
help progressive publications—of which Peace 
News is a fine example—by continuing to read 
them in war’time. If they are enabled to carry 
on their influence should be very great when 
we are having the opportunities of peaceful 
reconstruction. 

G. B. PITTOCK-BUSS, 
e Editor. 
50 Langley Way, West Wickham, Kent. 


Moral Victory 


All pacifists are agreed that it 1s wrong to 
take up arms as we are expected to do now by 
our Government. Nevertaeless, I see no reason 
to be dogmatic about the precise point at which 
we refuse to co-operate. The decision to be 
“absolutist,” or “humanitarian,” or even to take 
up non-combatant duties in the fighting services, 
is one that ought to be left to the individual 
judgment; the great thing is to accept the con- 
sequences of non-cooperation, whenever it begins. 

I would go so far as to suggest that the dog- 
matic pacifist is a contradiction in terms, and 
that the dogmatic attitude of mind is the one 
primarily responsible for the present world 
tragedy. I would claim pacifism as a science, 
and one cannot be dogmatic in following the 
scientific method. One must examine and think 
on the evidence available, and make ones infer- 
ences accordingly, without bias. 

I wish more pacifists had the quiet faith of 
men like Sigmund Freud instead of the noisy 
dogmatism of the “absolutists’ and of the 
“humanitarians," who advertise their wares in 
competitive ways not altogether unlike those of 
rival Governments. 

“Morality is safe and sure only when it sees 
both sides of a question with insight and with 
sympathy,” says E. Grayham Howe in a recent 
PPU pamphlet. 

Let us not hesitate to apply the “moral” to 
our rival pacifist faction, and even to our oppon- 
ents, those who believe that “the only way is 
to meet force with counterforce.” Only thus can 
we obtain peace among ourselves, and only thus 
can we get rid of the bitterness of spirit that 
makes moral victory over evil impossible. 


RICHARD TAYLOR. 
Grecian House, Sunderland, Cockermouth, 
Cumberland. 


“Idiots Delight” 


Might I suggest that outside cinemas when the 
film Idiots Delight is being shown, would be a 
good ground for distributing pacifist propaganda. 

This film makes people begin to think and 
the lesson should be driven home. 


- IAN WILLIAMS. 
Braemar,,138, Kingston Road, Staines. 


Sette 
= ~ 


~ — 
= “ 
rte fF o> 


a 
Se 


wi 


f 
a 
( 
i 


a 


10 


PEACE 


How Pacifists 


Can Serve 


THE Pacifist Service Bureau—formed to 

help pacifists to serve their fellow 
men without being controlled by the mili- 
tary machine—announces that the develop- 
ment to date of the war situation does not 
create any particular demand for ambu- 
lance and semi-medical work. Nor is it 
possible at present to do such work over- 
seas. 

lf circumstances change later (and especially 
if the possibilities of a mission to Rumania de- 
velop) those who have registered for ambulance 
work with the PSB will be informed. It is, 
however, unlikely that work of this kind can at 
any time be efficiently carried out except itn co- 
operation with civilian authorities, and indi- 
vidual pacifists will have to decide whether they 
can give such co-operation. 

Meanwhile there are already many other 
opportunities for service. Specific suggestions 
can be obtained from the Bureau at Dick Shep- 
pard House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.L. 

* * * 


A Pacifist Service Bureau has been set up at 
the Dick Sheppard Centre. 158 Queens’ Road, 
Peckham, S.E.15. Advice given on all matters on 
Monday, Friday, and Saturday, from 7 to 9 pm. 

* * * 

Members of the Harborne (Birmingham) group 
of the Peace Pledge Union have sought the co- 
operation of the churches in the formation of a 
Christian Service Corps. The response has been 


“magnificent. Address of the Corps; 146 High 
Street. Harborne. 
* * * 
A scheme has been started by the Dick 
Sheppard Centre. 52 Queensway, Bayswater, 


W.2. for the settlement of up to 30 men on 
15 acres of land at Oaklea, Welwyn. It is hoped 
to tind someone to start a community house in 
Paddington for conscientious objectors who can 
help in serving the poor of that area. From 
time to time there will be an interchange of 
men between town and country. 


NOTICE TO GROUP 
SECRETARIES 


Andrew Stewart, who is now in Scotland to 
contest the Clackmannan by-election, is unable 
to fulfil any of his October engagements. Group 
secretaries who desire substitute speakers should 
get in touch immediately with Roy Walker, 
Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


At a weekend conference of the Wessex 
Pacifist Council last month special 
attention was given to the position of paci- 
fists who were forced to leave their employ- 
ment on conscientious grounds, and it was 
decided to put forward the following pro- 
posals for the consideration of groups con- 
nected with the council: 


1. That names of those willing to employ 
pacifists and of pacifists in need of employment 
should be sent to Mr. Weight at the above 
address. 

2. That a fund should be raised. 

(a) To subsidize employers who would 
otherwise be unable to employ additional 
labour. 

(o) To make grants to enable land to be 
rented or purchased for cultivation and to pro- 
vide the necessary equipment. 

3. That the fund should be raised by contri- 
butions from members and_ sympathizers. 
Weekly collections of 1d. and upwards should 
rot be difficult to obtain and everyone would be 
given the opportunity of sharing in the secrifices 
which their fellow pacifists are making for the 
sake of their faith. 

Tt would be appreciated if contributions 
could be sent monthly to the treasurer of 
this fund, Mr. Vincent Burston, Wyncuil, 
Enmore, Bridgwater. 

Any one not connected with the Council, 
who wishes to join the scheme, may have 
further particulars from the secretary, D. 
P. Jones, 32 Pickwick-road, Corsham, Wilt- 
shire. 


Growing Activity in London 


Few: W.C.1 Group meetings for the last few 
weeks have been remarkable for thesr large 
attendances. There have been about twice as 
many present each week as there were six 
months ago, and there have been so many new 
members that last Friday there was a talk on the 
PPU itself. 

The Group was fortunate enough to have Max 
Plowman as speaker on this occasion, and he 
gave 2 most interesting talk on the history of 
the movement and its implication on society 
today. There were over 60 at this meeting. 
Some of the speakers at forthcoming meetings 
are: Allen Skinner, Rev. C. G. Holland, Andrew 
Stewart, John McNair and Fenner Brockway. 

Several members selling Peace News tell of a 
greatly increased demand; two members last 
Friday sold no less than five dozen copies in an 
hour and a half. 

The Group discussion cell has been restarted 
and is meeting cach week to analyse the real 
issues of the war and to discuss the question of 
peace terms. 


Watford and West Herts Resolution 


A RESOLUTION urging the Government not 
to return a merely negative reply to any 
Offer of peace which may be made, was passed 


t 


at a recent meeting of the Watford and West 
Herts Region. 

The resolution appeals to the British and 
French Governments “to make a full and con- 
structive statement of the views of its two 
Governments in regard to the structure of the 
peace settlement which they desire, and the con- 
tribution which the countries are prepared to 
make towards its realization.” 

Copies have been sent to the Premier, the 
Foreign Secretary, Sir Dennis Herbert, MP, and 
the two local papers. 

An appeal for the Clackmannan Election has 
allowed the secretary to send £1 10s. to Glasgow. 


New Group in Birmingham Region 


NEW and active group has been formed in 
* the Birmingham region to cover the district 
of Olton, Solihull and Knowle. Arthum~ ! ewis, 38 
Alston Road, Solihull, Birmingham, is the 
secretary at present, but in a little less than a 
tortnight he will hand over the work to L. G. 
Reed, Gltenery!, Lode Lane, Solihull, Bir- 
mingham. 


Representative Godalming Meeting 


RTY-FIVE pacifists from Godalming, Farn- 

combe Woking, Farnham, Haslemere, 
Alton, Fareham, Guildford and Portsmouth 
gathered at Godalming Friends’ Meeting House 
last Saturday. The mecting was organized by 
the East Hants and West Surrey Region of the 
PPU and the chairman of the Region (Vera 
Bingham) presided. 

Wilfred Wellock spoke on the wartime situa- 
tion and tne reasons for it. He dealt with the 
PPU “stop the war" campaign, explaining that 
the leaflet distribution was intended to find out 
how the public re-acted to a definite attempt 
to end the war, 

Godalming group are carrying out the distribu- 
tion, and other groups will probably be doing 
the same. 


New Groups Round Stockport 


URING the year there has been an increase 

of active members in Southport and district. 

Groups have been formed at Cheadle Heath 

and Reddish and both are now alive and active. 

There are also prospects of increased support for 

the Offerton group which has suffered many set- 
backs recently. 

Publicity arrangements are now in hand for a 
large public meeting to be addressed by George 
Lansbury and Andrew Stewart, with Stuart 
Morris in the chair. 


Suggestion from Carlisle 


AG OUrS may be interested to know what the 
Carlisle group proposes te do about the 
leaflet ‘Peace Aims and the German People.” It 
is intended to write a letter to the local MP en- 
closing a leaflet, as suggested by Stuart Morris, 
but they will have the letter signed by as many 


peopie_as possible. _ They _think they could _ 
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JOHN BARCLAY 


letting his own voice be heard—at a 


Putney “stopthe-war” meeting dur- 


ing the weekend. 


a 


What the Groups Are Doing 


persuade non-pacifists to agree to such a pro- 
position. 


Winchester One-Day Schooi 


"HE West Hampshire Region held a one-day 
| school at Twyford, Winchester, on Sunday. 
Over thirty members attended from Winchester, 
Eastleigh, Southampton, Romsey, Basingstoke 
and Alton. : 

“Pacifist Action in Wartime” was the topic 
and there were local speakers. G. C. Seager 
(West Hampshire Regional chairman) conducted 
the school. 

There was a collection for the Headquarters’ 
Emergency Fund. 


Handicrafts in the Isle of Wight 


HE Isle of Wight Regional Secretary (Mr. 
Hales) and the Sandown Group leader 
have started a Handicrafts Club for making 
Island souvenirs. : 
A two-roomed workshop has been rented and 
one room is a PPU centre. Young folk are In- 
vited to make the souvenirs in the second room 
and they are sold all over the Island. From the 
proceeds expenses are paid. Previously the 
souvenirs were made abroad. 
In the process of this activity it is hoped to 
permeate many contacts with pacifism. 


City Group Meetings 
‘ae City of London group will continue to 
meet as usual on Thursday evenings during 
the black-out, 5.30 to 7 p.m., but as no outside, 
speakers will pe booked there will not be a 
notice in the * Dates for Your Diary” column of 
Peace News. 


Birmingham Street Selling 


ee next mass street selling of Peace News 

in Birmingham will be on Saturday, 
October 14, starting from Dick Sheppard House, 
36 Holloway Head. Sellers should be at the 
starting point by 2.30 pm. Tea will be avail- 
able at about 5 p.m., but you should bring your 
own sugar and food. 

The Moseley (Birmingham) group organized 
their second selling in King’s Heath High Street 
last Saturday and succeeded in selling sixty 
copies in just over an hour. The effort will be 
repeated tomorrow and it is hoped to organize 
regular selling. 


Newcastle Peace Resolution 


VER two hundred were present at a meeting 
organized by the local branch of the PPU 
and held in the Friends’ Meeting House, Pilgrim 
Street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, last Saturday, 
when a resolution was passed unanimously that 
telegrams be sent to the Prime Minister and the 
local Member of Parliament asking for an 
immediate Armistice and calling of a World 
Conference to work out in detail the basis of a 
true and lasting peace. 
The meeting was addressed by Dr. Arthur 
Raistrick, and Arthuc W. Kay was in the Chair. 


October 6, 1939 


JOHN BARCLAY writes from Room L3: 


| LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD 


spite of the neighing of the old “ War-, 

horses” of 1914 and the uninspired 
bleatings of some episcopal sheep, this 
war still holds out no romance or right- 
eousness for the majority. 

War has but one end, destruction, and 
every day more people are finding out that 
the only courageous thing to do is to stop 
it. The question is, can we? I believe we 
can, but only by the complete surrender 
of the whole of our will and imagination 
to that end. 

* * a 

Thinking, willing and acting alcng one 
line together we can bring about the 
change in public opinion that alone will 
alter the direction of our present disas- 
trous course. Tremendous as has been 
the work done by our members during this 
last month, still more is expected of us in 
the coming one. 

Everyone who has a voice should raise 
it now. Let your voice be heard. Dare to 
stand on street corners and doorsteps, in 
shops or offices or in your own homes and 
speak out the words which alone will stop 
the war: “I renounce war.” 

At the same time make known the fact 
that you do not stand alone, but have be- 

hind you a great body of 

The Group | public opinion in the orga- 

Secretary’s nized peace movement. 

With ready sympathy for 

those who have already 

lost their jobs, call on 

others to support them 

and refuse to be down-hearted by head- 

lines. Big words do not necessarily come 
from big minds. 

The truth is not to be found on the front 
pages of national newspapers and may not 
even appear in weekly journals. It is often 
what is not said that is most significant. 

Which paper, for instance, tells its 
readers that during the month of Septem- 
ber 2,450 new members joined the PPU 
and that hardly a score resigned? 

What journalist has dared to write a 
“story” about the crowded peace meet- 
ings up and down the country, or has told 
the inner history of the Prime’ Minister's 
post-bag, containing as it must the demand 


for peace from tens of thousands. 
* = ™ 


Weekly 
Notes 


Do not be downhearted, be gay and of 
good cheer, because in the end, gaiety and 
cheerfulness denote the highest courage. 
This is no time for foolish optimism nor 
do I believe in gloomy forecasting of 
terrors to come. 

You and I together are writing the 
future and we daren’t spell out the word 
“ Disaster.” We have it in our power to 
help write the word “Brotherhood.” Ex- 
perience has shown me that people are 
influenced by friendship and co-operation 
and respond to it without stimulation. If 
you can help to form a new group, now is 
the time. 

If you are in an area where little is 
known about us, sell Peace News or hold 
meetings. Talk and reason with everyone 
you meet. for unless you do, no-one will. 

Above all. make your voice heard. say- 
ing “ Stop the war before it is too late!” 


Basque Children in their 


New Home 


HE last fifteen of our children, with two 
mistresses, are now in a Basque Colony at 
Margate. We gather that they are happy. 

Bertita, our baby of 3, probably the youngest 
of the Basque refugees in England. was at once 
“torn” from her mother and became the pet of 
the whole colony of some 90 children. 

Joaquin Moya, our little “gangster” whose 
propensities so alarmed the staff of his earlier 
colony that they proposed to dump him in Spain, 
hopeless though his prospects were, and whom 
the staff at Langham may fairly claim to have 
“redeemed,” has discovered a long-lost cousin, 
and you may be sure that they, and the rest of 
the “ prolie,” short for “proletariat,” and used 
by the children to mean “the lads,” will be up 
to their usual drolleries. 

They were an amusing gang, the remnant. 
Any help you can kindly afford them should be 
sent to Leonard Read, Basque House, Langham, 
Essex. 

THEO WILLS 


To Examine Needs of Poles 


The Anglo-Polish Society’s Relief Fund in 
London has granted £300 to pay the expenses of 
Quaker investigators to go to examine the situa- 
tion on the Polish frontiers and to report. 

This information has been given by Robert O. 
Mennell, a Quaker member of the Society, in a 
letter to Lady Tweedsmuir, wife of the 
Governor-General of Canada. Lady Tweeds- 
muir had written to the headquarters of the 
Society of Friends inquiring what was being 
done to help the Poles, and whether there was 
“any lead I can give the people here.” _ 
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October 6, 1939 


Dates tor 
Your Diary 


1. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary's address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Today (Friday) 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 pm. 8 Endsleigh Gardens ; 
Father John Groser on “The Rent Strikes”; 
PPU. 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 
HAMMERSMITH; 3 p.m. Friends’ 
House, Lower Mail; regional 
“Conscientious Objectors and Community 
Living”; chairman: John Barclay; PPU. 
LEICESTER; 3 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Prebend Street; committee meeting of East 
Midlands area; PPU. 

MANCHESTER; 3 p.m. Houldsworth Hall, 90 
Deansgate; Vera Brittain, Maurice Browne and 


Mecting 
meeting on 


Stuart Morris on “A Just Peace”; PPU and | 


Society of Friends. 


Sunday, October 8 
BOURNEMOUTH; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Avenue Road; Rendall Davies on 
“Europe Today”; PPU. 


Monday, October 9 
LONDON, W.1; 6.30 p.m. Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, Binney Street, Oxford Street; 
Canon C. E. Raven. 
SWANSEA; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
High Street; Wynne Samuel on “The Pacifist 
Answer to Hitler”; United Pacifist Group. 


Tuesday, October 10 
LONDON, E.C.4; 12.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster 
Row ; Isaac Goss on “ Pros and Cons of Service.” 
TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m. Open-air meeting; 
Mrs. Rosa Hobhouse and Maurice Rowntree 
City PPU group. 

NORWICH; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Hall. Potter- 
gate; Stuart Morris and <A. J. Eddington 
(chairmain) ; FoR. 


Wednesday, October 11 
BIRKENHEAD; 7.30 p.m. Beechcroft Settle- 
ment, Whetstone Lane; pacifist convention; 
Wilfred Wellock ; PPU. 

BOURNEMOUTH; 8 p.m. Town Hall; Stuart 
Morris and John Barclay; PPU. 


Thursday, October 12 
LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Mrs. Joyce Pollard cn “The Case for a Peace 
Army.” 

LONDON, W.C.1; 5.30 p.m. 13 Paternoster 
Row; extraordinary general meeting. 
BOURNEMOUTH; 8 p.m. Winton Co-operative 
Hall; John Barclay; PPU., 


Friday, October 13 


KING’S HEATH (Birmingham); 7.30 p.m. 
Parish Hall, High Street; Dr. Herbert Gray ; 
PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Preston Benson on “Pacifism and the Press”; 
PPU. 


Saturday, October 14 


RICHMOND, Surrey; Labour Club, 57 Church 
Road (Upper); one-day school on “Peace 
Aims”; James Avery Joyce as lecturer; 3 to 5 
p.m. and 7 to 9.30 p.m.; PPU. 

LONDON, W.1; 7 p.m. King’s Weigh House, 
Binney Street, Oxford Street; meeting for PPU 
members; running buffet from 6.30 p.m. 


YERBA MATE 


The famous health tea from South Africa. Brings 
sure relief to sufferers from Rheumatism, Diabetes, 
Insomnia, indigestion, etc. 

IS BOTH A FOOD AND A DRINK 
Wonderfully sustaining, nourishing. USE as 
ordinary tea. Astounding resulta and remarkable 

2? testimonials from usera. 1 1b., 2/-, 3 Ibs., 5/-, 


poat free. . 
YERBA MATE CO., GORSEY, STOCKPORT. 


Become a Non-Smoker 
THE WAINLEY WAY! 

Why not (a) Save £10 to £20 per annum ? 

(b) Improve and preserve your health ? 


Stop Smoking by the Wainley Method. 
Incomparable. Drugless. Infallible. 


WAINLEY NON-SMOKING COURSE, 
87, Taggart Avenue, Liverpool, 16. 


PRINTING end PUBLICITY 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD. 


245-7, CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY, 
LONDON, N.W.2. 
Telephone t eee - e GLAdstone 1234, 


100% Members Peace Pledge Union. 


DICK SHEPPARD MEMORIAL 
CLUB 


Binney St. (opposite Selfridges), 
Oxford Street, W.1. 


MEETING OPEN TO NON-MEMBERS. 
~..__Speaker: 


Canon C. E. RAVEN, D.D. 


Monday, 9th October, at 6.30 p.m. 


“=Cafe open before and after the meeting. 


PEACE. NEWS 


From the 
Editor’s Notebook 


| (continued from page 6) 
already working for peace, even though 
they do not always see results and get 
depressed by the other people who still 
support the war in too great numbers. 

One offer of help I have just received, 
for example, reveals that the inspiration 
to work for peace came from hearing the 
;Peace Pledge Union “tub-thumper” in 
Hyde Park. Beginning in a rather modest 
way some weeks ago, this stand was found 
to be attracting by far the largest crowd. 

This paper is also bringing in supporters 
for the stop-the-war campaign, as a big 
jump in our circulation last week shows. 
One writes of “having just been introduced 
to Peace News (apparently the only sane 
paper in a mad world)...’ Another says, 
“Buying Peace News in Romford came 
first—now ordered at newsagents.” 

Which reminds me—if you have difficulty 
in getting the paper from your newsagent, 
ascertain the reason. If it seems that he 
really has difficulty in getting it, ask him 
who his wholesaler is and let us know. If 
it’s just unwillingness, try another news- 
agent, send us a subscription, or get it 
through your PPU group. 


Full Time Job 


WONDER if we shall ever know how many 

people refused to fill up the National Registra- 
tion Form last Friday or used it to express their 
opposition to war. 

A London reader writes that in the column 
headed “Occupation,” “the Government 
obviously expected me to humbly submit to sign- 
ing myself ‘Spinster; private means.” Instead 
she wrote: “Christian pacifist, full-time job, 
unpaid.” 


Call of the Hour 


HOUGH written before the war began, and 

published in the summer issue of The Plough, 
an article entitled “The Call of the Hour” be- 
comes more, rather than less, topical both in its 
content and in its title. It answers a question 
that is on many lips today: “ What must we 
do?” 

First, says the article, “we need men who are 
aglow with the fire of love ... who live love. 
not only with words but also with deeds. We 
need men who have received complete certainty 
and clarity from the Absolute that they recog- 
nize and expose evil, whatever form or disguise 
it may take, as that which destroys life.” 

The article expresses, in an admirable sort of 
summary, the attitude and position of the Society 
of Brothers, as the Bruderhcf is now known. 

“The Absolute is God alone,” the article con- 
tinues, “and what we need today is to turn about 


-|and to turn back to God. 


“We cannot change the world... But we can 
change ourselves by repenting and leaving all 
the dead works of personal and collective self- 
interest, That is the first thing. Then we can 
believe in God, and love Him and serve Him. 
That is the second. The third inevitably follows: 
that we love our neighbours as ourselves. 

“Thus then it happens... that men live in 
peace, that they bear no arms even when com- 
pelled, but sooner suffer death than do wrong. 
It happens that men give in their goods and 
possessions, and put all their working strength 
at the disposal of a life of brotherly community, 
of social justice and the unity of nations and 
races. 

“It happens that men, because they have with- 
drawn and turned away from the darkress, from 
war, injustice, hate ana impurity. and because 
they believe in God, become free, loving men 
who serve God and their neighbours in purity 
and unity. Such an event ig an intervention of 
God in this present time.” 

The article is obtainable in pamphlet form 
from the Plough Publishing House, The 
Cotswold Bruderhof, Ashton Keynes, Wilts, at 
}1d. each, 10 for 8d., 50 for 3s, 


Are You a Pacifist Scouter ? 


Pacifists in tne Scout movement are in- 
vited to communicate with the Rev. F. H. 
Gardner, Eversfield, 180 Coatham Road. 
Redcar. 


Mr. Gardner writes: 


“Any fellow-pacifists who are also members 
of the Scout Movement, will doubtless be aware 
of the recent re-statement of the policy of the 
Movement on the question of National Service 
and kindred subjects, and may have experienced, 
as I have, doubts as to the compatibility of 
Scouting and pacifism. If any pacifist Scouters 
would communicate with me on the question, I 
should be willing to circularize all with whom 
contact was thus established with a résume of 
our various reactions to the position in which 
we now find ourselves.” 


H.S.M. 


Read the 
SOCIALIST CASE 
AGAINST WAR in 


< FORWARD ” 
Every Friday 2d. 
HONEST, FEARLESS, INDEPENDENT 


Send postcard for sample copy to: 
26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4 


What They Said 
About War. 
No. I 


“War wins nothing, cures nothing, 
ends nothing.” 


—Mr. Neville Chamberlain. 


Is Still True 


Tribunal Report 


(Continued from page 5) 


not to say sympathetic, to the applicants. 
For his question, “Are you subservient, in 
your present employment, to anyone in 
military authority?” was clearly designed 
to bring out the meaning of the applicant’s 
phrase “not connected with the fighting 
forces.” 

It was after this case, too, that the chair- 
man had occasion to rebuke the public 
(who practically filled the small court- 
room) for clapping and otherwise showing 
their feelings. 


Work Under Civil Control 

There remains the fourth course open to 
the tribunal—registration on the register of 
conscientious objectors conditional upon 
undertaking “work specified by the 
tribunal, of a civil character and under 
civilian control.” But only once was the 
direct question asked, “ Are you prepared 
to do work of a civil character under civil 
control.” 

Although the answer was “No,” no 
attempt was made to press the point by 
suggesting forms of such work. And in no 
other case did the tribunal specify a job 
and ascertain the applicant’s attitude to- 
ward it, except when certain jobs were 
confused with non-combatant duties. 

It is difficult to see, therefore, how the 
tribunal could exercise their power in this 
direction (unless they included an entirely 
arbitrary order in the written intimation of 
their decision), except by ordering the 
applicant to remain at his present job. This 
they will presumably do in the case of the 
man who was actually prevented from 
appeari beeause’of his engagement in 


postponed. 


Members’ Attitude 

As for the attitudes of individual mem- 
bers ‘of the tribunal, Mr. Swales, though 
coming nearest to the sympathetic, was not 
quite alone in making special efforts to be 
fair. The chairman, as in the case of the 
other tribunals. made considerable efforts 
to put the applicants at their ease and to 
give them some confidence in themselves. 

Even he, however, was inclined to ask 
questions indicating what I thought an un- 
necessary suspicion that the applicants 
had extended their objections beyond the 
conscientious since the rejection of their 
application had come to mean war service 
instead of only training. The alderman 
had the disconcerting manner of a clever 
cross-examining counsel. while Sir James 
Baillie’s questions sometimes came near to 
the absurd irrelevances associated with the 
1916 tribunals. 

It was Alderman Marshall, for example, 
who asked an applicant who said his prin- 
ciple against killing extended to animals 
whether he was a vegetarian. But it was 
left to Sir James to ask, “What about 
beetles?” 

Often repeated questions were: “How 
long have you held these views?” “What 
have you done to further them?” and, of 
course, the usual questions about church 
membership that indicate an assumption 
that conscience is synonymous with re- 
religion, and religion synonymous with 
church. 


For Short-Wave 


Listeners 


To the Editor of “Peace News.” 

Would it be worth your while to remind 
readers with short-wave sets that Dr. H. E. 
Fosdick will be heard on Sunday evening next 
at 10 p.m. from Schenectady, 19.57 metres. I 
understand he will make special reference to 
his attitude to American neutrality. He was on 


las Sunday night and reception is good on this 
wavelength. 


\ NELSON E. DELVES. 
High Homestead, Polegate. 


“ Peace News ” in Nelson 

Members of the Nelson PPU group are busy 
making a door-to-door distribution of 16,000 
leaflets. 

There has been a great demand for Peace News 
in this district and 650 copies have been sold 
in three weeks. Last Friday 99 copies were sold 
in an hour. 


“civil defence” duties, and whose case was |4 
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Classified Advertisements 
lid. per word, minimum 2g. 
Bor Number 6d. extra. 
LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY 
MORNING. 


ACCOMMODATION 


| 


To Let. 

LARGE BED-SITTING ROOM in pacifist’s flat 
near Guildford stations. 10s. furnished or un- 
furnished. Share kitchen, cellar, &c.—Box 213, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


Wanted. ' 

GUILDFORD district. Pacifist seeks bed and 
board during Monday to Friday. Private house 
preferred.—Write Box 209, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road. N.4. 


TEACHER WANTS unfurnished room. use of 
kitchen with family. N.W. London. near ’bus or 
tube.—Miss Child, Spinney, Crowborough, 
Sussex. 


FOR SALE 


PRINTING PRESS with Type, &c., 22s. 6d. 
Bargain.—Particulars. W. Webster, 291a Norman. 
ton Road, Derby. 


MUSICAL 


FREDERICK BOWMAN’S Peace Song. 4d. 
Words, Music, 4s. 6d. gross—Publishers. ~ Talk- 
ing Picture News,” Liverpool ]. Also Cards. 


PRINTING 


“PACIFIST PRINTER.—Leatlets, handbills, 
stationery, cards, and other simple matter.—W. 


J. Brigden, 232, Sellincourt Road, Londcn. 
S.W.17. 

RELIGIOUS 
QUAKERISM. Information and literature re- 


specting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, Friends House, 
Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


SITUATIONS 


Vacant 
WANTED, in a reception area on Welsh Coast, 
a good repairer for children's shoes. Preferably 
with a taste for gardening. Good wages. Pe;- 
manency.—Box 212, Peace News, 2, Blackstock 
Road, London, N.4. 


Wanted 
C.O. 20. Despatch Clerk seeks post. 
in armaments. Good 
35 Kingsley Gardens, 


Firm now 
references.— 
Hornchuren, 


DICTAPHONE TYPIST.—Shorthand, Boox 
keeping. Age 34. Pacifist. Seeks post.—(Miss) 
Kathleen Fishpool, 246 Staines Road, Hiford. 


Apprenticeship. Own tools Sound 
technical training, remuneration secondary ccn- 
sideration. Anywhere.—Hague, 26 Margaret 
Street. Coalville, Leicestershire. 


PACIFIST, PPU member, age £5, requires 
situation. Willing to do anything or go any- 
where. Knowledge of shop work, store keeping. 
Gray, 287, Bolton Road, Walkden, nr. Manchester. 


SOLICITOR requires responsible constructive 
work immediately. Wife shorthand-typing, 
French, German. Would teach or travel—Box 
211, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road. London, N 4. 


STRONG YOUTH, 19, C.O., able to milk, 
would like farm work.—Box 210, Peace News, : 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


TWO SPANISH WOMEN, formerly staff 
Basque House, urgently require work. G — 22, 
English, French excellent. Shorthand, Typing. 
i Intelligent, 


he 


willing 
children preferred. 
sidered. Work vitally 
Read. Basque House, Langham, Colchester. 


PACIFIST (26), tall, fit, wishes farm work; 
board, pocket-money, till expert; anywhere. Ex- 
perienced driver.—Box 214, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, London, N.4. 


PPU MAN (25) requires a position with 
moderate salary. Welder by trade. Any posi- 
tion or offer considered.—Box 215, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


TYPEWRITING 


C.O.s.5 STATEMENTS typed with carbon re- 
vised into good English where necessary. b 
100 words (minimum 6d.)—Mary Howard, 310 
Upper Richmond Road, S.W.14. 


LAMB RIBBONS, New Fabric, 22s. 6d. doz., 
12s. 6d. half-doz, 2s. 3d. each; name colour(s), 
typewriter, Peace News. Good Carbons 7s. 0d. 
hundred, 2s. Od. twenty-five. All postage paid. 
Lamb’s, Adelphi Chambers, Preston.—All C.O.s. 


& 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food 
Alt. 600 ft For happy 
recuperation. Increased 
Central heating throughout; 
h. and c. water in all bedrooms. Central for 
conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, 
Crich, near Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44. 


pt elma ee 
PACIFIST HOME offered in country. Children 

welcome. Moderate terms. Write: Cummings, 

Stoke Beara, Bratton Fleming, Barnstaple. 


You can Help “Peace News” 
by 
SUPPORTING OUR 
ADVERTISERS 


.and mentioning us in all replies to 
Advertisements. 


PEACE 


(continued from page 1) 


caused to helpless masses of the population 
in this and other countries, has shocked and 
a | bruised me. 

I cannot face without a protest such 
cruelty, such callousness and such indiffer- 
ence to fundamental human values. I 
notice, too, that practically everywhere the 
people who shout for “a fight to a finish” 
send other folk, mere youngsters and vote- 
é' w) less boys, to do the fighting and the finish- 

' ing. They do not take part themselves 
} except with their mouths. 

And I notice also that it is not the soldiers 
who talk in this vein. The phrase merely 
means that these lads by the hundred 
thousand are to be driven like lambs to the 
slaughter. 


. 


* 
WOR 33 years I have never supported, 
worked or voted for any candidate at 
any election, Parliamentary or municipal, 
except an official Labour candidate. 

Today my religious faith, my deepest 
instincts and my political sense combine to 
compel me to support Andrew Stewart in 
his gallant fight in Clackmannan to Stop 
the War and bring about a real and lasting 
Peace. In face of the butchery and the 
sorrows of Europe I can do no other. 

I know Andrew personally and I know 

him to be a good Labour man, an out-and- 
out Socialist, a pacifist and one who will 
dare any risk in following the course he 
believes to be right. 
My Quaker interpretation of history, 
at | apart from the teaching of Christ, convinces 
m2 of the certainty that evil means are 
inevitably productive of evil results and 
that evil cannot be overcome by evil. 

War is unmixed evil, by whomsoever 
waged and for whatever object alleged. 
Today, on a modern scale, it is national 
suicide. Its end is futility, as the last war 
proved and as this war is proving. Our 
pledge to Poland egged on that country to 
its own destruction and to the annihilation 
of its capital city. 

* 
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- Clackmannan electors, whatever may be 
their normal political associations, to vote 
solidly for Stewart. A heavy vote will tell 
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) "THIS week Peace News is back to its 
ie + 4 deace-time size of twelve pages. 


o That it has been possible is due in no 
e small measure to the fine way in which 
se “readers have been coming to the support of 
7 the paper—both financially and by street 


selling. 
Tne progress of the paper in the past few 
‘| *months is shown in the following circula- 


’ ae tion figures: 
Net. 


: February to April average 18,278 
“©. May to July estimate 20,548 
"i September 15 issue approx. 21,000 
— Last wek (including 1,000 for 
»? . Clackmannan campaign) approx. 25,000 


- During the past month newsagents orders 
alone have increased from 14,000 to 15,400. 

This growth in our circulation is a sign of 

* the rapidly increasing public interest in the 

Kk pacifist message. For that reason we shall 

. do all we can to produce more twelve-page 


- PEACE NEWS 


- Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices 
% Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6147 


Subscription Rates, anywhere in the World: 
Quarterly : 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 

THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who 

accept the pacifist doctrine, no matter what their 

approach Its activity is not confined to the 


registration of those who are opposed to war. 
but promotes and encourages a_ constructive 


peace policy Members are attached to local 

groups designed to achieve a communal peace 

mentality and extend the tnfluence of pacifism 

by propaganda and personal example. Give 

your pledge on 8 postcard :— 

*“€{ renounce war and [ will never support or 
sanction another 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card 
to the Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street. 
London, W.C.L 


CUT OUT FOR RETURNS — 
* || No. 173 6.10.39 


of public opinion that desires an honour- 
able peace at once, before greater bestiadi- 
ties are perpetrated by both sides. 

It is credibly reported at Westminster 
that the Government, faced with the hard 
facts of the military and “diplomatic situa- 
tion, is anxious to’shave pressure exerted 
for the opening up of negotiations for peace. 
Clackmannan can exert that pressure by 
voting for Stewart, 

What is it that advocates of a lengthy or 
continued war are expecting or hoping for? 

Answer—increasing misery and starva- 
tion is to bring about a revolution in Ger- 
many that will overthrow Hitler. 

But if that revolution occurs there will 
not emerge a nice, docile, respectable Social 
Democratic regime like that of Weimar. It 
is certain that the resulting dictatorship 
will be Communist and it will have the 
active backing and material support of 
Russia. Bolshevism will come right up to 
the French frontier and ever nearer and 
nearer to Britain. 

What then ?- 

Our governing classes will never stand 
that! There will follow another blockade 
of Central Europe in an attempt to intimi- 
date the German workers as in 1919 after 
the Armistice. History will repeat itself 
and a new world war will be in prepara- 
tion. a war between the Capitalist demo- 
cracies, so called, and the Russo-German 
bloc. 

* 


DECISION to continue the war will 
mean not only that we doom millions 
of bright young lives to mutilation and 
death, but that we also decree the death 
of the Labour Party. In an ideological war 
of the sort to which I have just referred, 
the parties of the Left will be split from 
top to bottom. 

Religious belief and political instinct 
alike urge me, whatever may be the conse- 
quences to myself from the Party point of 


A 


view, to support the Peace candidate at 
Clackmannan., 

» For the-love of Christ. 
. cay nie 
is beautiful a n lite, fer the salva- 
tion of the threatened new generation. | 
implore the electors of the Clackmannan 


for the sake of 


6 - the Government that there is a big section Division to vote for Andrew Stewart. 
—, s > 


Twelve Pages —With Your Help 


issues in the future. But we can make no 
promises: there are war-time difficulties in 
the way. and costs are increasing. 

We will. however. promise this: if you 
will give us your full support we will give 
you the best possible value. 

The Peace News Fund has had another 
good week, and we are very pleased to 
acknowledge the following contributions: 


H. Clifford Maggs 
Cc. B i's a 
M. H. *c og ce: mre ae 
E. M. Gibbings .. “a oo 
Tremewan es on fi 
Anon vs ca Be 
New Reader, N.17 
Wad .oP. 3.) Q 
J. H. es ° 
E. Hague 3 
E. A. James 
O. Robotham 
Mr. Durken 
Vv. Gumbrill 
E. R. Groom a 
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K. West .. a = oe ma 2 6 
G. Blacker “0 an ac x 2.6 
Bushev Group .. Bre o Sc 10 0 
L.A W. Abley .. ot ve ot 5 0 
A. Williamson .. — aa ot it fy 
G. Flint oe an On 60 1 00 
C. M. White - Ae Pe: af 5.0 
From Boxhill ...  .. 2 6 
H. E. Barrett ag oe ge 2 9 
“Burnley Pacifist’ .. oe ds 2 OmnO 
Ta Baw. 3 eg JaeG 
Mrs. Lafitte-Cyon 110 0 
W. S. Kay be a e _ 1g 0 
J. M. Richie As ns ae we 5 0 
J. H. Bell og Ox oe oe 2 6 
Simpsonge. a. . Es ae os 1 0 
Anon Rs se oe ie ae 10 0 
High Wvcombe Groun at mt 4 9 
W. H. Hammond : < 10 0 
H. Cooper : 2 4 
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The Peace News Fund was launched to help to 
release for some other branch of the Peace 
Pledge Union’s work the subsidy at present paid 
to Peace News. (This amounts to £750 for the 
current year). 

Donations of any size will be welcomed and 
acknowledged in Peace News. Cheques and 
postal orders should be made payable to Peace 
News, Ltd.—and not the Peace Pledge Union— 
and should be addressed to 3 Blackstack Road, 
London, N.4. 


NEWS 


“A Young 
Maxton” 


NDREW STEWART, “ standard- 

bearer” for the peace forces in 

the’ crucial Clackmannan by-election, 

is a member of the National Council 

and the National Executive of the 
Peace Pledge Union. 


He is well known as a national 
speaker on pacifist platforms. In the 
London Star this week he was de- 
scribed as a “young Maxton,” who 
had faced fascist interrupters when 
speaking on Tower Hill and in the 
East End of London. 


He is a journalist, and has been 
assistant Editer of Peace News since 
October last. 


Clackmannan 
Campaign Opens 


HOW YOU 
CAN HELP 


Candidates: 
Andrew Stewart..." Stop-the-War ” 
Arthur Woodburn. . Official 


candidate. 


Labour Candidate. 
Polling Day: 


Friday, October 13. 


(Yesterday was nomination day) 


A NOTABLE feature of the Stop-the-War | 
campaign at the Clackmannan by- 
election so far has been the entire absence | 
of any critical questions at the mectings 
addressed by the peace candidate. 


These meetings have been very well 
attended, but the usual arguments which 
a pacifist speaker has to face have not been 


ror! POM INC = 
Nconiung ~~. 


$ 
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As announced on page one, prominen 
socialist and pacifist speakers have pro- 
mised to address meetings in support of 


Andrew Stewart. 


* - * 


The enthusiasm with which the anti-war 
forces in the country have welcomed 
the election as an opportunity of demon- 
strating their strength is shown by the 
encouraging messages and offers of help 
which are pouring in daily. 

The response to the appeal in last week’s 
Peace News has been highly gratifying. A 
detailed acknowledgment list of subscrip- 
tions received will appear in a subsequent 
issue. 


All contributions and inquiries should 
be addressed to: Mrs. Ethel Campbell, The 
Scottish Anti-War and No Conscription 
League Council, 70 Robertson Street, 
Glasgow, C.2. 


a * w 


The fact that a Stop-the-War candidate 
would contest the election has been re- 


ported in some national newspapers, 
though with as little prominence as 
possible. 


This is a clear indication that against the 
peace forces is ranged all the power of the 
national press. For this reason it is of 
great importance that “Peace News” 
should have the widest possible circulation 
at this time. 


Publisned from Editorial and Publishing Offices, 3, Blackstock Road, London, N.4, 
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Call to the 
People 


(continued from page 1). 


ion of wealth, and the perfection of a 
Fascist regime in this country. 


War Is Futile 


From our platform and in our literature 
the electors will hear this war condemned 
from many points of view: condemned by 
men and women who call themselves 
Socialists. or Christians, or rationalists, or 
simple humanitarians. From me, however, 
the final condemnation they will hear is 
that this war, all war, is futile, useless for 
the purpose to which it is dedicated. 


There are, God knows, in this crazy 
world of ours, many and vast problems 
which have to be solved—problems of 
trade, of colonies, of access to raw mater- 
ials, of outlets for population, of minorities, 
for example—problems which must be 
solved if we are to have real and lasting 
peace. But war can never solve them— 
for all that war can decide is which of the 
two contending parties is the stronger, not 
which is in the right. 


It is only by the long and laborious 
process of conference, and concession where 
called for, that these problems can be 
solved amicably and finally. Every day we 
engage in this futile slaughter and 
destruction is a day lost for peace-making 
and a day in which already great problems 
have been further magnified. 


Public Opinion Must 
Speak 


The Government has launched our people 
into this war by standing by an immoral 
and irredeemable pledge to Poland. Neither 


any other met od, | ave © 

ascertain public opinion. 
in fact, the vast mass 
not want this war to begi 
desire it to continue now. — 


This by-election gives ao 


section of the people an © rtunity to 


tell the Government publicly that it has — 
no confidence in the war method and is not 
gulled by the specious arguments of the 


War Coalition. rl 


I shall beg the electors of Clackmannan‘ 


to vote for me in this election, not so much 
as an individual, but as the symbol of that 
vast and unheard mass of our people who 
desire only peace, and who if they did but 
raise their voices would sweep the war- 
mongers from power. 


STOP THE WAR! 
END CONSCRIPTION! 
PLAN FOR REAL PEACE! 


These are the banners of this Crusade. 
I shall appeal to the electors of Clack- 
mannan, in the name of humanity, to join 
us under them now, and so give a lead to 
the country and to the world. 


- 


Don’t miss the latest news of the 
campaign : make sure your news- 
agent has an order for “Peace 
News ” next week. = 
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